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SILVER: Bathurst Goldminers under 14s team a

fter finishing second at the Country Championships on the June long weekend. Photo: CONTRIBUTED

Juniors come up short

in country grand final

BASKETBALL
* BRADLEY JURD

THEY might've not claimed
gold, but Bathurst Goldmin-
ers under 14s coach Jade
Pheils is still proud of her
team’s performance in the
NSW  Country  Basketball
Championships division
three tournament over the
June long wecekend

Held at Newcastle from
June 12-14, Bathurst was
drawn in a pool with Hlawar-
ra, Newcasile Academy, Port
Macquaric and  Maitland,
achicing wins against all
teams, befure  progressing
{rom the guarter finals to the
grand final, ultimately going

down to Lithgow Lazers in
the decider.

All round, Pheils said she
was proud of her team's
performance at the country
championships.

"We've had a bit of rough
season. just learning the
game. But they played ex-
ceprionally well on the week-
end,” she said.

"They came together and
played really well as a team
and started to belicve in
themselves and each other.
They continued to build as
a team throughout the tour-
nament and that lead them
to the grand final. We're
very proud.

"My assistant coach Zoe

Burton and 1 are very proud
in the fact that the hoys dug
in and didn’t go missing
when the games got tough.
We had a good weekend
where we came away with
a disappointing loss in the
decider but it was a great re-
sult overall.”

Bathurst started its cam-
paign on Saturday with a
47-25 win over lllawarra, fol-
lowed by a 47-16 victory over
Newcastle Academy and a
defleat of Port Macquarie 28-
12.

On Sunday, Bathurst won
its fourth and final pool
game, comprehensively
defeating  Maitland ~ 74-9
before backing up that day

for a 30-15 quarier final win
over Mawarra,

Balhurst was drwn to
play Port Macquaric again
in the semi-final and it was
a much closer game com-
pared to the pool stage, with
the Goldminers just getting
home 26-25.

The grand final was held
on the Monday too and Ba-
thurst was no match for its
local rivals, going down to
Lithgow 10-17.

Pheils said it was a great
learning experience for her
team.

"We played in division
three, which had 15 teams,
$0 to come second in that
division is a feat in itself,”
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he said.

“Those teams ranged from
Moss Vale, up as far as Port
Macquarie and everywhere
in between,

“Ihere were a lot of bigger
city areas, that have a bigger
talent pool to pick from. They
did really well 10 get where
they got and it's a very great
outcome.”

BATHURST GOLDMINERS
UNDER 143 SQUAD: 4 Noah
English. 5 Jarvis Whalan, 6
Kalan Traves, 8 Jaxon Burton,

9 Pierson 0'Dwyer, 10 Cooper
Crosby, 11 Mathias Pemberton
(absent), 12 Charlie Fischbeck, 13
Will Pheils. Coach: Jade Phails.
Assistant coach: Zoe Burton.
Manager: Ksren Whalan
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TAKE YOUR PICK: Lucy Goodfellow at Annie’s Ice Cream Parlour. Photo: CHRIS SEABROOK 06162 cannies
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“This is the first big cham-
pionship we've had for win-
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meets to make it a full sched-

from the group they sent

sion at the recent Mountains

Short Course  to the Long Course Coun- ule for us.
try Championships earlier
this year.

Championships and now

and Plains

The busiest schedule on
the program belongs to Tyler

the Bathurst Swim Club are

Johnson. who has 13 individ-

28 swimmers

"Having

quali
Bathurst will be sending morethanwhatwe hadint
2 team of 28 swimmers o summer championships ion

ready to show the rest of the
state what they're capable of.

als events and two relays
The only other Bathurst

he he's qualified for.

fy is massive. That's 10 u
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»d CARNIVAL ARRIVES: Nate Brennan and the Bathurst
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Club have been working hard in the lead up to the
Short Course Country Championships. Phota: CHRIS
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for that, but there's many

with her tally of nine individ-

“The group were swim-

ic Centre.
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able 10 add to those results

have the times necessary o

Mulligan ers who have added to their
and Oliver Hamer (all with schedule as well and maybe progress to

Jack

Cashman,

tion times from that event to  their long course times.

the NSW Short  in winter”

"We still exceeded what

attend this weekend's next




Skills showcas

AUSTRALIAN RULES
ALEXANDER GRANT

THE  Central - West's  op
women's plavers are out to
show what the region's stars
can do this Satarday when
they mavel to Nowra to fuce
the Sapphire Coast.

Alter o year away from rep-
resentative football the team
won't know too much about
what to expect from their
opponents this Saturday, but
they'll be confident of put-
ting in a good performance
following Sunday’s positive
training session

The squad is dominated
by Bathurst Giants plavers
- who take up 12 of the 21
places - and club members
Michael Sloan and Liz Ken
nedy are the Central West
weim's coach and manager
respuctively.

Kennedy  said the team
bhonded well over that re-
cent session together and
they should do Central West
prowd in their trip away.

“The squad overall is really
quite strong,” she said.

"We met on Sunday to
have a little training run in
Drange, with a bit of a4 meet
il greet, Iewas tovely 1o see
how well the girls gotalong.

‘We said  that we now
putaway the club jerseys
md we put on the Centeal
West jersevs and that we're
me eam.”

Kennedy said the rise in
he  standard o women's
ootball in the region has
heen exciting to watch

‘I think that the Jevel has

Central West set for representative test
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RARING TO GO: Zoe Pelers is one of 12 Bathurst Giants players named in the Central West representative

really started (o improve,
she said

“For us at the Giams,
we've been able to keep our
core  group  together, and
iUs the same for the girls
Dubbo.  Bushrangers  are
going through a rebuilding
phise but | think the overall
skills across all the wams is
something that's really im-
pressed me

At our girls' training the
other night 1took note of the
tactthata lot ot them are now

Kicking 50 metres and a few
years ago that wasn't such a
common thing. T think that's
really  exciting  for - wom-
en's footy,”

Central West will be look-
ing towards the likes of Dub-
bo Demons” Emily Warner
and Giams' Kaitlvn Kennedy
to drive the team forward in
this weekend's clash.

Casey White, Competition
and  Development Coordi
nator for the Central West,
said itwill he valuable for the

junior representative  play-
ers in attendance at Nowra
to watch the  senior
inaction,

“The Central West contin
ues o develop clite female
talent, and  whilst we are
proud of our former players
that have moved to metro
leagues, we have an obliga-
tion to provide an opportuni-
tv 10 those who remain in the
region o extend themselves
apainst other grear plavers,”
e saicl.

side
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“To have the women's
match immediaely  alter
the youth girls Central West
versus Sapphire Coast game
provides a chance for our
cmeging talent © see @
pathway lo success

“The Women's fixture is
suchanimportant partof the
carnival now, ad to have it
showeased on the main field,
at a lamily triendly tdme is
poing o he great promotion
lor female toothall.”

Game starts Tpm at Nowra

team. Photo: PHIL BLATCH

Showground
CENTRALWEST: Layces Coving-
ton-Gorst, Sarsh Day, Chelsea

Gibbs, Elise Gulliter, Olivia John-

ston, Kaitlyn Kennedy, Mikaela
Kingham, Zoe Peters, Hailee
Provest, Aimee Schmidt, Tamara
Thompson (Bathurst Giants),
Lyndall Bassott, Katlyn Read,
Elizabeth Gibson, Erin Naden,
Jacqui Ryan (Orange Tigersl,
Amy Bush, Chlee Hinde, Elly
Rudd {Bathurst Bushranyers),
Korine Coleman, Kaitlyn Waldie,
Emily Warner (Dubbo Demons)

BALL SECURITY: St Pat's prop Caleb Gunni
Bathurst Panthers. Photo: ANYA WHITELAW

ng makes sure he doesn't drop the football in Friday night's under 15s derby against

Running hard in the wet - Saints just Lovett

RUGBY LEAGUE

1Y ANYA WHITELAW

THEY were the the clear favourites for Friday
night's Group 10 Junior Rugby League under
155 clash against Bathurst Panthers, but in
the second half under extreme pressure St
Pat’s Blue were in need of some inspiration,

It was inspiration they got from Leyton
Lovett, the hard running forward providing a
turning point in a contest the Saints went on
to win 20-4 at Jack Arrow Oval.

Having lost just once so far this season,
the second-placed St Pat's Blue outfit was
expected to do it comfortably against a Pan-
thers side sitting seventh on the ladder.

When the Saints forced a line drop out oft
the back of their first set then Regan Stait
charged over, itlooked as if the host's evening
would unfold as they had planned.

/Ay pre

But wet and slippery conditions combined
with a determined showing from the Pan-
thers - lock Drae Abell and haltback Declan
Hodges leading the way - saw the young lads
in black well in the contest.

It took a barnstorming run from Lovett to
cross with eight minutes left on the clock for
the Saints to really take control. His try made
itl6-4.

"He had a great game, it's really good 10
play alongside him. He really lifts the team,”
Pat's prop Caleb Gunning said of his team-
mate.

"We really had to work hard in the middle,
their lock was really good and they were pret-
ty aggressive. To win was good, it's always
good to win a local derby.”

Lovett's eftort - he made good yards every
time he carried, got through a load of defen-
sive work and was held up over the line in the

47&// ﬂwg

dying stages - was crucial in the wet.

The Saints looked most dangerous when
their forwards hit the line hard, Gunning
admitting Panthers made his side work hard
for the win.

"They played good and we had to lift our
standard a bit, it was definitely a hard one,”
he said.

“The conditions were terrible, it was really
slippery, but it was a good, hard game. That
ranks top three in hard games.

“I thought we had it in the first quarter af-
ter we scored from the kick-off and I thought
we'd steady the ship from there. We fell off a
bit though and had to have a bit of a speaking
to, but we managed to turn it around.”

ST PAT'S BLUE 20 (Regan Stait, Jacob Lamb,
Leyton Lovett, Riley Hancock tries; Mac Hutchings
3 goals) defeated BATHRUST PANTHERS 4 (Declan
Hodges try)
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No subs? No drama

. Luci Steffen and Amy Parker. Photo: CHRIS SEABROOK 070321cwinfestla

ENTERTAINMENT: Kelso High Cirkus Surreal students Jessica Chrisfian

GOOD TIMING: Bathurst Giants' Mikaela Kingham gets this kick away before being tackled in Saturday's game. Phato: PHILBLATCH

AUSTRALIAN RULES
BY ALEXANDER GRANT

BATHURST Giants coach Liz Kennedy keeps
finding new ways to be surprised by her
unbeaten team throughout this AFL Central
West senior women's season,

In Saturday’s derby success against
Bathurst Bushrangers the latest impressive
moment for Kennedy was witnessing her
new players already making a big impact,

Even with no substitutes in their latest
clash at George Park 2, and without assistant
coach Mick Sloan on deck, it didn't stap the
Giants coming away with a 10-9-69 to 4-2-26
victory in challenging conditions.

Bushrangers almost kept pace after the
opening quarter, where the girls in orange
had a 26-13 lead. but from that point on the

Giants while Hailee Provest booted four.

Kennedy said several players put their
hands up with big performances.

“It was the first time that we'd gone into
a game with no reserves. My girls were just
absolutely owstanding,” she said.

“Elise was one of the standouts, with five
goals. Her and Hailee are working so well
together up front. Laveee Covington's voice
was so positive on the weekend and our new
girl, Carla Hill, was outstanding too.

"Getting Carla over the last two weeks has
added a whole new dimension to the team.
IU's like she's always plaved with us,”

Butit's also with some of the vounger
members of the team where Kennedy
believes positive impacts are being felt
the most.

“Imust give a shoutout to Rosie Snare,

slotted into our team so well,” she said.

“Thev just get in there, do what they need
to do, and you can see that they have a real
desire to learn the game. They're really
starting to pick it up.

"I'was concerned with how we were going
to fill the spots left by the players we losc at
the end ol'last year but these girls have just
blown me away by how well they've adapted
to the game.”

Saturday’s win takes Giants to eight wins
from eight games to start the season.

That's not a number Kennedy envisioned
as teasible in pre-season.

"With the people we'd lost last vear |
thoughtwe might struggle but it's been an
amazing season so far,” she said.

“There's still plenty of things that we can
work on and we're not going to get com-

'~y
gap started to blow out as the Giants found Molly McCrossin and Saige Davies. Saige placent. Our teamwork was outstanding on
-’ [y, o ] Co S - some rhylhm_. - . plaved in owr youth girls team and brought Sawrday though, and it's great seeing them
¢ c 2 ¢ < S @ S o o ® % Elise Gullifer kicked five goals for the across Molly and Rosie, and they've all just all getting around cach other.
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NEW CHALLENGE: After winning the Western Youth League in their age division the under 14 Bathurst side will now tackle the Country Cup.
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PHOTO OPPORTUNITY: Gloria and Bridget Jiang. TWO OF US: Lex and Tash Roussel.
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OuUT AND ABOUT

mn | Arig
5. Photos: PHIL
BLATCH

FRIENDS: Amy Gordon, Ella Hulison, Mieke Willis and Taylor Alexander.
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SOCCER
BY ANYA WHITELAW

A COOL Hugh Thomas fin-
ish with four minutes left on
the clock triggered scenes of
jubiladon from the Bathurst
District Football under 14s
representative side on Satur-
day - it was a goal which won
them the Country Cup.

Thomas' goal handed Ba-
thurst a 2-1 win in the final
against South Tablelands at
Proctor Park, the hosts hav-
ing fought back after being a
goal down at half-time.

Captain Zac Johns, who
has been representing the
Bathurst District Football
Assoclation since under 10s,
was delighted with the way
his team-mates performed.

"It feels very good,”
he said.

“This was our first year in
the Country Cup ... it was a
very good achievement. I feel
proud to captain the team
we've had, I've worked up
with some of the boys we had
from the start [in under 10s].

"We were a bit worried go-
ing into half-time down one
goal, but we kept our calm
because we knew we could
beat them.

"After that goal, we all
got around our goal scorer
[Thomas], even the goal-
keeper came down."

While Johns admitted he
"wasn't real happy” to see
his goalkeeper leave the box
to join the celebrations, he
could not help be happy with
how season 2021 finished.

Before their Country Cup

Cup triumph for the Bathurst under 14s

success, they went unde-
feated in the Western Youth
League and kept that un-
beaten streak going when
winning the Forbes carnival.

"It was a great season
we've had. We had a good
team this year and it was a
great way to represent. [ want
to say a special thanks to Roy
[Thomas] for coaching us,”
he said.

Just as Johns enjoyed
the campaign, so too did

coach Thomas.

"It's an amazing feeling I
am just very proud to be part
of that group,” he said.

The under 14s Country
Cup involved six teams -
Bathurst, Lithgow-Mudgee
and Dubbo representing the
Western area, Burobodalla
and Southern Tablelands
lining up for Southem,
while Griffith flew the flag
for Riverina.

On Friday Bathurst began
with a 3-1 win over Dubbo,
beat Eurcbodalla 2-0 then

conquered Southern Table-
lands 3-0 to be undefeated
after the first day of action at
Proctor Park.

Thomas' side then beat
Griffith 5-0 to ensure they'd
be in the final despite fall-
ing to Lithgow in their last
pool match

In the decider on Saturday
afternoon Bathurst came up
against Southern Tablelands
and found themselves down
1-0 at half-time,

But Thomas knew what his
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Kings of country

Bathurst defeated Southern Tablelands 2-1 in the final of the NSW Football Under 14s Country Cup on Saturday. Photo: BRADLEY JURD

players were capable of and
called on them to focus. The
Bathurst 14s responded and
momentum shifted.

"I told them at half-time to
keep doing what we'd been
working on at training and
we dominated the second
half,” Thomas said.

"It was a defining moment
of the whole weekend really,
they never give up, that's
how they play, they keep try-
ing to play.

"We really came after it

after almost five hours of
football, to dominate a sec-
ond half at the end of the
tournament was phenome-
nal actually.”

Bathurst came close to
scoring a number of times
before Noah Soetens man-
aged to lock things up.

The hosts then pushed
hard for the match winner
and as the clock ticked down
it was Hugh Thomas who
found it.
| Yo page 23

Bathurst |
14s are
kings of
country

SOCCER
| From page 24

*We created a few chances,
80 we knew it was coming,
it was just a matter of ime
before we'd get that first goal
and I was always confident
we'd get the next one. Their
keeper was a really decent
keeper and kept them in it,"
Thomas said.

"We scored the winner
with four miinutes to go.
It came from a cross and
Hugh took a touch inside the
box and picked his spot in
the corner.

*We were unlucky not to
score a couple more really,
we hit the post and their
keeper made a really good
one-on-one save against one
of our forwards.

"All the boys and me want
to thank our manager Ala-
na Brown, over the season
it's been an awesome bit of
organisation ... and 1 want
to thanks all the parents for
thelr support too."

While his side was unable
to hang onto its lead, South-
ern Tablelands coach John
Edwards was "super proud"
of what his they produced in
the NSW Football compet-
tion.

*What they achieved over
the course weekend was
unbelievable. The way they
represented their town this
weekend was outstanding,”
he sald.

"[They] Played some bril-
liant football and worked
their way into the grand final
of the NSW Country Cup ver-
sus Bathurst.

"Unfortunately we went
down 2-1 in a game with
every aspect of football in-
cluded. It was a fast, physi-
cal game that was brilliant
to watch.”

-~ ANYA WHITELAW

Vs TS )

o

- -

s

a

O 000000000 C0®>® 000 0




WINNERS: At Ieast half a dozen players from ORC's 2020-21 second grade premiershlp
side will compete in the BOIDC this coming summer.

Sellers to lead the
Tlgers in BOIDC

BY JAKE HUMPIIREYS

IT'S been three years since
ORC fielded a squad in the
region's top-flight cricket
competition, but the Tigers
are set to return to the Ba-
thurst Orange Inter District
title race this summer.

After the second grade unit
claimed the premiership in
2020-21, the club got togeth-
er and decided a return to
first grade was needed.

Central West Cricket
Councll chairman Mark
Frecklington is happy to
welcome any new or return-
ing club to the competition,
and Is stoked to see the Ti-
gers return.

"We'll always entertain

' clubs jumping on board if

they want to," he said.
"They used to be one of the
stronger clubs in the compe-

- tition."

While the BOIDC sched-

. ule hasn't been confirmed

yet, Frecklington expect all
sides from last year to com-

. pete again, with Oberon be-
ing the extra.

"There won't be any mas-

. sive changes but obviously

we've got the new team com-
ingin," he said.

The Royal Hotel Cup will
again go ahead with 12
teams, but Frecklington says
there's plans for two pools as
opposed to three.

"Hopefully we can split
them into groups of six
and give them a few more
chances to play each other,”
he said.

If ORC joins the 20-over
competition, that means a
side would have to pull out.
Frecklington isn't sure who
will step aside yet.

"We have to walit for con-
firmation from clubs but we
would think it will be Lith-
gow or Molong," he said.

Formerly with City Colts,
Oberon product Dave Sellers
will return to his hometown
club and looks to fill-in as
captain in the first season.

"We are glad to be back in
the comp, he said.

"We are a proud success-
ful club with a long history,
and first grade is where we
should be.

"We are hoping to be com-
petitive, win a few games,
and maybe sneak into
the finals."

As for the type of players
on the rosters, Sellers has
indicated there will be some-
what of a blend.
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We are a proud
successful club
with a long
history, and first
grade 1s where
we should be.
Dave Sellers

"We've got four-five expe-
rienced guys who have won
comps in Bathurst before,”
he said.

“There's also some ex-
ciing young guys coming
through who can be serious
cricketers.”

It's one thing to have
success in Bathurst District
Cricket Association second
grade, but Sellers acknowl-
edges the difficulties of
taking on the top sides from
both Bathurst and Orange.

"There's obviously a step-
up into first grade but we've
got the potential to do well,"
he said.

"Wayne Sellers is our key
player and everyone would
agree. When he's switched
on, he's one of the most
damaging bats in the zone.”
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Progress on court

LEARNING CHANCE: Jess McGrath, Hannah Lepaio, Jess
Matthews, Kaleah Mack and Roxy George (pictured) are
part of the | Am A Girl scholarship program.

EXPERIENCED: Former Canberra Capitals and Australian
Opals coach Carrie Graf will be a part of the first panel.
Photo: ROHAN THOMSON

BASKETBALL
BY ALEXANDER GRANT

A SELECT group of Ba-
thurst's top basketball play-
ers, coaches and administra-
tors have been invited to be
a part of the inaugural I Am
A Girl (IAAG) Leadership
Scholarship Program.

Bathurst's Jess McGrath,
Hannah Lepaio, Jess Mat-
thews, Kaleah Mack and
Roxy George have all become
a part of the program, which
aims to encourage and in-
spire women's participants
across the state.

Basketball NSW brought
in the initiative to help "de-
velop skills in basketball,
teamwork, interpersonal
skills, knowledge of the game
as awhole”.

The Bathurst quintet are
among 240 scholarships of-
fered to people 15 years and
older in various roles within
the game.

The program'’s first phase
will begin on Friday after-
noon with an online panel
of women's sporting icons,
timed to take place along-
side the Australian Opals’'
campaign at the 2020 To-
kyo Olympics.

"Myself, Hannah and Jess
Matthews are doing the lead-
ership course for coaches
while Kaleah and Roxy are
doing the one for players.
Our first Zoom session for it
is this week,” she said.

"That will help set us up
and get us familiar with what
we'll be doing over the next
12 months.”

Scholarship recipients will
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have eight online education
sessions spread out across
the following year, designed
to help them in their chosen
career path.

This Friday's online ses-
sion involves a brilliant panel
of Australian female sport-
ing talent.

The session will involve
current head coach of the
Kenyan men's team Liz Mills,
two-time Olympic medallist
Jenni Screen, former Opals
captain Michelle Timms, for-
mer Opals coach Carrie Graf
and former Water Polo world
champion Kerry Turner, who
will host the panel.

McGrath said it's great to
see initiatives giving girls
greater confidence in the
game of basketball.

"It's fabulous. It's great to
see them promoting women
coaching girls and encour-
aging a female-driven at-
mosphere so that we can get
involvement up,” she said.

"We've got a regional
women's side for Bathurst,
who were meant to have
their first game this weekend
but that's been pushed back,
and things like that help to
keep the girls involved in
the game.

"Promoting an inclusive
environment is great be-
cause it can sometimes be
intimidating when you go
away to events and it's most-
ly men."

Basketball NSW are also
set to appoint 1AAG Lead-
ership Scholarship Ambas-
sadors next week, going to
those who are "shining ex-
amples” in the sport.




Goldminers prove far
L00 strong for Lazers

SKETBALL
ALEXANDER GRANT

THE space of a single
1e the Bathurst Goldmin-
have told the rest of the
stern Women's Regional
gue that they'll be a force
be reckoned with, after
rcoming the Lithgow Laz-
52-37 on Saturday.
ollowing a delay to the
t of the new competi-
the Goldminers quickly
le up for lost time by
ning out to an early lead
nst the home side and
ving their advantage
ughout the game.
combination of both
and experience helped
Goldminers break down
Lazers' attack but it was

their work off the ball where
the Bathurst women shone
the brightest.

Haylee Lepaio and her sis-
ter Hannah, who is also the
team's coach, used their ex-
perience from their Newber-
ry College years in the United
States to guide the Bathurst
side around the court.

Hannah Lepaio said it
was an exciting occasion to
sce a senior Bathurst wom-
en's side in competitive ac-
tion again.

“I'think it was a great result
for our first hit out but it was
great just to get everyone out
on the court altogether. For
a couple of the girls it was
their first time playing in four
years," she said.

"We were pretty well on
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RD TO STOP: Bathurst Goldminers started their Western Women's Regional League campaign with a bi

FIRST ROUND

Western Women's
Regional League

I Bathurst Goldminers 62
def Lithgow Lazers 37

i Orange Eagles 54 def
Dubbo Rams 49

top from the get-go. Haylee
came out firing and had four
points in the first minute so
that was a nice buffer and we
just continued to build up
the lead from there.

“I think our running game
is strong but everything re-
ally stems from our defence.
We pick up off that and build
up a fast-paced running
game off that.

“There's not so many of the

7 werolecy JOFR o cigliat

classic centre players around
at the moment so when Hay-
lee and myself are on the
court, as well as Lewellyn
Kingham at the five for us,
it gives us that extra bit of
height and body.”

The 'Miners' man-on-man
defence proved not trouble
for the fit squad and it suffo-
cated the Lazers in posses-
sion.

"We'll be sticking to that
for the most part. We've got
great defenders all-round.
We were able 1o apply a bit
of a press as well, which
contributed to that score,”
Lepaio said.

"I'd have to say Haylee led
the way for us and she ended
up being the highest scorer
for us, which may have came

HOMINER

g win. Photo: BATHURST GOLDMINERS

4
[

as a bit of a shock to her.

"1 thought that Liv Dobel
was also great. She's always
solid on offence but her
defence is above what you
could ever ask for."

In the other game of the
opening round it was a
much closer affair between
the Orange Eagles and Dub-
bo Rams.

Eagles came away 54-49
victors on the Dubbo court.

The competition enters its
next exciting for the Gold-
miners this Saturday when
they play their first home
game against Orange.

Opening tip off for that
game at the Bathurst Indoor
Sports Stadium will be 7pm.
BATHURST GOLDMINERS 62
defeated LITHGOW LAZERS 37
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'ERRIFIC TRIO: Ethan Potts, Logan Coombes and Charlie Fischbeck were damaging for the under 13 Panthers
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T'errific trio, brilliant
defence aids Panthers

NDER 13S
ANYA WHITELAW

FLYING five-eighth, a slick
llback, a  barnstorming
op and a huge effort in
fence - they were all keys
the under 13 Bathurst
nthers kept their Group 10
nior Rugby League season
ve on Saturday.
The Panthers beat Orange
'MS 32-16 in their clim-
ition  semi-final at Tony
chetti Sportsground with
lisplay of football that had
ach Chris Coombes burst-
 with pride.
Ffront rower Ethan Potts
de huge yards up the
ddle of the ruck, custo-

dian Charlie Fischbeck was
damaging in broken play and
five-cighth Logan Coombes
finished with a hat-trick
of tries.

‘Their efforts in attack were
impressive, but for coach
Coombes the real heroics
came in the way his side de-
fended.

“Iheir defence was just
unbelievable, just how much
they've improved defence
wise from the start of the
year, that's what won that
game,” he said.

"T've got no doubt we can
score points, we've got kids
who can score points, I'm
never worried about that. It's
more defence and today they

were unbelievable.

“Just getting off the line,
gewing up in their face the
whole game and it was every
one of them, even the bench
players who came on.

"1 just couldn’t be more
proud of them, it was just
unbelievable when you con-
sider where they've come
from, we finished last the last
couple of years.”

Panthers made a flying
start to the eliminator with
Logan Coombes breaking
clear down the left wing and
running all the way to the
trv line.

But from the kick-off Pan-
thers knocked on, CYMS lock
Jackson Rodwell scored off

7 teeolely [ TH s s L

the resulting set and Callum
Miskell's conversion gave the
Orange side a 6-4 lead.

It remained close until the
five minutes before half-time
- that's when Panthers blew
the game open with three
tries in quick succession.

Coombes crossed twice in
that period, the first coming
off the back of consecutive
penalties, the second follow-
ing a brilliant run from Potts.

When Fischbeck made a
57-metre run to the line off
the next set, Panthers had
skipped out to a 20-6 lead.

Having made huge metres
every carry despite the atten-
tion of multiple defenders,
when Potts got his name

on the try scorers' list three
minutes into the second half
it drew loud cheers from his
tecam-mates.

CYMS gave themselves
some  hope when Harry
Dempsey dived over in the
left corner to bring it back
to 26-10, but the green and
golds then knocked off from
the kick-off and moments lat-
er Fischbeck had his second.

In the final quarter Fisch-
beck continued to impress
- he jolted the ball lose in a
crunching tackle and pulled
off a one-on-one strip.

But to CYMS' credit they
fought until the final minute
when halfback Riley Board
scored a consolation.

Pat's 14s fight
hard but run
out of steam

UNDER 14S
2y ANYA WHITELAW

THEY kept themselves in the fight for three
quarters, but in the end the under 14 Saints
ran out of gas to lose their Group 10 Junior
Rugby League elimination semi-final 40-18
to Bloomfield on Saturday.

The match at Tony Luchetti Sportsground
saw six lead changes as both sides fought for
survival and there was only six points in it
with a quarter to play.

Bloomficld led at that point as they'd
scored five tries to the Saints' three, but the
perfect conversion record of Pat’s Cameron
Sargent kept things tight.

However, after that Bloomfield dominat-
ed possession. 'The Saints tried hard to hold
them, but spending long periods in defence
drained them. They cracked.

"It just comes down to communication
which wasn't there all the way through, we
were up there until half-time but then from
our side our defence just let us down,” Jeff
Hudson, who runs the Saints with Tim Hef-
fernan, said.

"The first half we went try for try, but we
just made it too hard on ourselves in the sec-
ond half.

"We just let go of it there towards the end
and it made it too hard to come back. They
had 80 percent of the ball in the second half
and we just got tired.”

Before Bloomfield ran away with it in the
final quarter it was a quality battle.

The Saints made up for an early error - let-
ting the kick-off bounce dead in goal - with
a strong defensive set and it the fifth minute
Sargent found space on the left edge and ran
away 1o score.

Bloomfield scored the next two tries to
take the lead, but on the first set of the sec-
ond quarter the Saints snatched it back after
Brett Aynsley-Hah reached out and planted
the ball between the sticks.

Momentum continued to swing as Bloom-
field lock Jayden Innes - who was arguably
best on ground - scored then Tyler Murphy
responded for Pat's to make it 18-16.

But they were the last points for the Saints.
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Photo: ANYA WHITELAW

PHYSCIAL CHALLENGE: St Pat's winger Mitch Kirby - who't

ook plenty of carries on Saturday - is halted by Bloomfield's defence.

Saints 16s can't hold on in physical match

UNDER 16S
ANYA WHITELAW

A TALENT-PACKED Bloomficld outfit took
the honours in Saturdav’s Group 10 Junior
Rugby League under 16s qualifving semi-fi-
nal, but they certainly knew thev'd been in a
contest against St Pat's,

The Saints led by two at half-time before
Bloomlield finished stronger 1o take the win
26-12 at Tony Luchetti Sportsground, but the
physicality of the contest never waivered.

Players on both sides ran hard and tackled
harder - evidenced by two Pat's plavers fin-
ishing the game with shoulder injuries and
another with a sternum complaint.

Pat's coach Mau Dunn admitted his side,
under fatigue and pressure in the second hal,
were guilty of making handling errors which
hurt. But he was still proud of the effort,

“I'stressed to the boys during the week that
itwas all about ball control against this side
and when we got stuck with the ball down
our end. we pushed a few passes,” he said.

"We made some uncharacteristic errors
in defence oo, we're the best defensive side
in the comp, we'd only conceded up until
taday 12 points in the last four games, We
held them to nillast time and we knew thev'd
come out and be red hot.

“At three-quarter-time we were close, but
then we just dropped ofl a few tackles and
they're a good side - they've got six or seven
Rams players and a Country plaver.

“Thevre a good side, they've won the
comp the last three vears and put us to the
sword. But I couldn’t be prouder of the effort
of the boys.”

The Saints showed that defensive strength
Dunn spoke of in the opening minutes as
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they had to withstand back-to-back sets on
their own line.

They then produced a good set when they
got the ball and a lucky bounce off the kick
- plus a good chase - saw live-cighth Blake
Hahn score.

Their lead zipped out 10 12-0 shortly after
from another picce of luck and determined
chase - this time a grubber kick ook a de-
flection off a Bloomtficld player close 1o the
line and hooker Lachlan Fitzsimmons ran
through to ground the ball for a try.

Though Pat’'s did not manage another
point after that - Bloomfield five-cighth Jaid-
en Powver marshalling his side well as they
scored 26 unanswered points - the Saints'
clfort did not falter.

Centre Jacob Kelleher made some top cov-
cring tackles and right across the field Saints
took tough carries,

Broes hopes his 17s
will get Giant finale

AUSTRALIAN RULES

WHEN Brad Broes talks
about the achievements of
his undefeated under 17
Bathurst Giants side this sca-
son his pride is obvious, but
there is still one more box
the coach would like to see
them tick.

Broes would love to see all
his Giants with an AFL Cen-
tral West premiership medal
around their necks.

With nine wins from as
many outings, the Giants
have already qualified for the
under 17s grand final given it
is a lop-three finals system.

But whether or not that
grand final goes ahead re-
mains (o be seen.

The uncertainty exists due
to the current lockdown of
regional New South Wales,
one which has been extend-
ed from an initial seven-peri-
od until August 28,

At this stage the plan is to
start junior finals on August
29 - the Orange Tigers and
Bathurst Bushrangers would
play the preliminary final
with league officials suggest-
ing the Giants have a scratch
match/intra club game on
that day to aid their prepara-
tion.

‘The grand final would fol-
low the next available week.

“As grim as it looks I'm
doing mv best o look on
the positive side ... it makes
it tough, but I keep saying
to the bovs to hang in there,
hang in there, it could seule
down,” Broes said.

"I'd love to see them get a
grand final and it’s not just
the winning thing, it's also
being able o send my boys
out on a high. I counted and
there's 10 top age plavers
who won't he there at the
end of this year.

‘It would also be great
for my assistant coach Peter
Hunt, he’s been absolutely
wonderful.  He's  another
footy brain.”

CROSSING FINGERS: The Bathurst Giants under 17s are
undefeated minor premiers and now hoping they can
contest a grand final. Photo: CONTRIBUTED

Whether or not the Giants
will get a grand final remains
to be seen, but no matter
what the decision on the sta-
tus of that fixture is, Broes is
delighted with what his side
has achieved in 2021.

Though the Giants went
into the season as the under
17 defending premiers, they
had lost nine members of the
successful 2020 outfit and
one had five new additions.

"Proud is an understate-
ment, after the guys we lost
from last vear [ thought it
might be a bit less casy than
it was last year, but credit to
the boys, thev've stepped up
and wiped everyone off the
park all vear, it's been abso-
lutely amazing,” Broes said.

“Ldidn’t think we'd do an-
vwhere near as well as we did
... it was only when Pete and
myself sat down and worked
out where everyone was go-
ing to be plaving that we said
“Ihis is still actually a really
strong team’.

“The first four or five games
we played we kept thinking
‘This could be the one, this
will be wough' but it turned it
out it wasn't that tough. Or-
ange is the side that's come
closest to beating us and that
was a 25-point margin.”

In the Giants’ undefeated
run to the minor premier-

ship they never conceded
more than five goals in a
match, while on six occa-
sions their tally of majors hit
double figures.

‘The success has come oft
consistently  strong  perfor-
mances fromtheentire squad
- the returning players have
lifted, the newcomers - have
picked up the sport quickly
and the pair who graduated
from under 14s have been
consistently strong.

"We had guys that prob-
ably playved minor roles last
year like Havden Traves,
lenson  Brown and Kobe
Hunt and they've all stepped
up and playved big roles,”
Broes said.

“The guy that impressed
me so much last year and
continued to do it this year
was Havden Goodsell, he's
clearly been the best riek in
the comp the last two years
and this year he just showed
why he's so good.

“We've had guys like Coop-
er Brien, Cooper Traves,
those guys have stepped up
to fill holes and the two boys
I gained out of the 14s in Wil
Sloan and Angus Warne were
just exemplary, the amount
of best and fairest the two ot
those guvs got as bottom age
17s was extraordinary.”

- ANYA WHITELAW
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KEVIN TREE - On his day

can be an exciting plaver 1o

rcent rating.
watch, a 60 per cent rating.

wer this season

itwith the best, a 76 per cent
YOKO TORO - Has had a
good season with plenty of
wins. a 60 per cent rating.
ANDREW TREE - The most
who has worried the big gun
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the tennis at the
biggest little club in the west

021

o
Every vear we have a look

at all the plavers’ form and
give them a percentage rat-
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TENNIS TALK

IN

b
~
-
N

BRYAN REIRI - Has been a
real foree in this competition

with

rating of 75 per cent.

mg out of hundred on where

thev stand in

~

HOWARTH

Has had an up and down

ANDREW

MATT TREE - Has been a

real danger player this sea-

his

look at the

Lets have a
plaversin alphabetic

ground

powerful

SCason.,

il order:

.
}P\ )

strokes very impressive, an

but on his dav can

son with his powerhouse

hitting. a 94 per cent rating.

BULL-

SLUGGER JOHN

OCK - A very experienced

campaigner who has won

N

o
:
)

RUSS WELSH - The road
runner with speed to burn, a

more grand finals than any

KATH WILKINSON

plaver who gives her all on
the court, a4 60 per cent rat-
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other plaver in this compe-
has been his main’ weapon
and comes in at an 80 per

ttion. Slugger's trump card

cent ratn

Slugger

folks, it's

signing off.

Well

SCHU-

MACHER - A plaver who if

ROD

ROCKET

=

peaking just at the right time

DANG - Consist-

HARRY
ent as they come who has

played with plenty of pur-

erve with

7
s

for the finals. A bi

n
fa-

Keep safe and well

vou were in the trenches, you

0

i

a cannonball forehand. a

the

mous Vera Lynns song says,

as

and

lockdown,

would want him right beside

per centrating.

0 per centrating,

P(‘)\‘l‘. a

\

STACEY MARKWICK - a  vou. a dominating all round

GARTH HINDMARCH - A

ain don’t know

We'll meet ag
where don't know when.”

o
£

iin

JTUDY SMITH - A good

steady plaver who can mix

ame, a9l percentr

[%)
=]

had a good season. a 62 per

cent rating.

aver who has

very steady pl

net plaver with

brilliant courtcraft skills, an

85 per cent rating.

very skil

— JOHN BULLOCK

Back-to-back quest is
not to be for Mooney

Il WA

CLOSE: Lilli Mooney was an track to contest for a second straight Netball NS

NETRBALL
ALEXANDER GRANT

I WAS all lining up for Ba-
thurst’s Lilli Mooney.

Her delending champion
UTS Randwick Sparks were
marching towards another
finals series in the Under 23s
Netball NSW Premier League
competition belore the COV-
ID-19 lockdown in Sydney
postponed those plans,

Then  in carlv August
OFgAnisers  were o
completely abandon the re
mainder of the competition

torced

when there were no signs of
COVID numbers decreasing
in the Greater Svdney region.

The decision is a blow for
the talented plaver who trav-
clled Trequendy for practice

and  committed  plenty
haurs o furthering her skitis
atthe top level,

But NMaoonev is
mg upbeat,

The goal attack was the

remain-

voungest member ol ast
vear's premiership side, a
just 16 vears old, and contin-
ued to turther her game with
agreal season.

“The competition got can
celled a few weeks ago and
the games had already been
cut short around 10 weeks,
That wasn't really much of a
sturprise to us,” she saidd

“We were having such a
good vear. We were second
on the ladder and about 1o
play the team on the top but
unfortunately  thatr g

short, but that's okay.”

cut

A T S,

The Sparks had dropped
two games in @ row - the
only time they had done that
this season - just prior 1o the
lockdown coming into effect,
and they were feeling ready
o reset and make a run at
competiion  leaders North
Shore United.

they had games to come
against the struggling Cen
tral Coast Heart and Capital
Spirit when things came to
a balt

North Shore were on
points at the tme of the Un
der 23s competition being
postponed, with the Sparks

p e ]

directly  behind  them  on
20 points.
IMB  South Coast Blue

were close by on 18 points
and keeping the bawle for

e . T e R

the top two spots very inte
esting,

Mooney and the Sparks
had managed 10 take down
United 41-33 carlier in the
season  before the  North
Shore women got their re-
venge ina 53-42 result,

Finishing  the
would of course have been
an exciting thing for Moon
ev and her team, but in the
cves of the Bathurst netballen
cevery hour of match tdme
and training from 2021 was

stdson

incredibly beneficial,

“ltwas going so well. 1 had
alotol changes in my life but
I still got to go to netball and 1
still got to plav.” she said.

“Ttwas a massive workload
but it all paid off so much.
Even the training was really

A

W Under 23s Premier Leaque title, Photo: CONTRIBUTED

beneficial. Even if 1 didn't
play, all that training is would
he so gratetul for.”

Maooney was able (o test
hersell across different po-
sitions in the atacking third
ol the court and she relished
the challenge,

"Our goal shooter got in-
jured so 1 got 1o plav there a
bit, T don't think the pressure
hothered that much, 1
feel like 'm used to it now,”
she said.

“Thaven't trained to play in

me

goal shooter for a few vears
now so plaving with the oth-
cr goal attack threw me oft
fora second but we were able
to quickly work it out and we
actaally did really well, Wi
ended up winning that game
by quite a lot.”




Accolades for teacher

YUCATION

LSO High School's Stacey
es  has  been  acknowl-
zed as one of the best
ucators in the state, after
civing a Minister's Award
Excellence in Teaching.
Vs Jones, is one of just 26
chers across NSW to re-
ve the honour this year.

n what is an outstanding
ult for public education
Bathurst, among the other
ipients are two teachers
Bathurst High: Veronica
nock and Matthew Bail-
who will feature in a lat-
dition.

rincipal of Kelso High,
ck Sloan, said the award
ognises Ms Jones' knowl-
e, professionalism and
dership across the entire
00l community.

{e said her high expec-
ons drive best practice
hin  and beyond the
ool gates, ensuring that
 positive impact her work
, on student outcomes
cads far beyond her class-
m walls.

Mr Sloan said when it
nes o teaching it was
icult to isolate her best
ibutes, as "she has so
ny" but said il he had to
ect one it would be the
itionships she has with
‘students.

That's where it all starts.
She also has an incred-
» array of strategies, she
tinually learns and con-
1ally challenges herself to

improve, she wants the best
for the kids," he said.

As an HSIE teacher, Ms
Jones teaches a range of
subjects  including  legal
studies, business commerce
and geography.

"Her speciality is legal
studies but being such a
good teacher I actually think
she could teach anything,”
Mr Sloan said.

Ms Jones said she was
pumped when she heard
about the award.

“I think it's great for pub-
lic education and great for
the town.”

She said she felt incredibly
grateful w be recognised.

“l think it's such a good
thing for Denison College to
have teachers being acknowl-
edged state-wide because we
do have really strong educa-
tors in the region.”

Ms Jones began teaching
in 2013, having previously
worked as a NSW police
officer. She was drawn (o
teaching after developing an
appreciation for the impact a
positive education can have
on adolescents, and the pos-
itive impact it has on the fu-
ture trajectory of their lives.

‘I wanted o be part of
that.” she said.

When  asked what  she
loves most about teaching
her answer is simple.

"The kids. I love spending
time with them; they are
amazing, cool, complex and
challenging.”

%

hi’a‘.!.-:'
% . =

| &
OUTSTANDING: Stacey Jones, who this week was announced as one of 26 teachers in
NSW to receive the Minister's Award for Excellence in Teaching.
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Wait

COVID-19
1Y ALEXANDER GRANT

THE confirmation of a COV-
ID-19 lockdown extension
on ‘Thursday moming for
the Central West has thrown
further doubt on whether
regional and local winter
sporting competitions  will
cver be able 1o wrap up
their seasons.

As expected, the lockdown
extension was announced
during this NSW state gov-
ernment’s daily press con-
ference as daily cases con-
tinue to be seen in Bathurst
and Orange.

NSW deputy premier John
Barilaro confirmed that com-
munity sport will no longer
be going ahead in the state
until an 80 per cent double
vaccination rate is reached.

Barilaro stated it might not
be until early to mid Novem-
ber that such a figure is seen.

That means Group 10
Rugby League, along with
Bathurst's local football and
netball competitions, will be
hard pressed to see any game
time take place for the rest of
the year.

That 80 per centtarget also
likely means that Bathurst
Orange Inter District Cricket
will have the start of their
competition affected.

Barilario, during Thursday
alternoon's follow-up online
regional press conference,
said it's not feasible to bring
community sport back be-
fore the double vaccination
target is reached.

"We'd have ticketed events

NOT LOOKINC

in what we'd
restricted an
environment, |
sports you're n
unteers. You t
and a range of
you have no ab;
he said.

“You can't |
tors on the si
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EDUCATION
5Y SAM BOLT

YEAR 12 student across Ba-
thurst are sure to be breath-
ing a sigh of relief, as the
state government confirmed
on Friday the Higher School
Certificate [HSC] will go
ahead in person this year.
HSC examinations will go
ahead on November 9 and
last until December 3, with
strict COVID-safe protocols
to be in place to ensure the
safety of students, staff and
exam supervisors.
All exam supervisors will
need to be fully vaccinated
'by November 9, and ecligible

HSC students have been
strongly encouraged to be
'double dosed' before com-

mencing exams.
Denison College Kelso
High Campus principal

Michael Sloan said the con-
firmation has given students
certainty to prepare accord-
ingly.

"It's good to have the cer-
tainty, and it gives the stu-
dents dates to work towards,"
Mr Sloan said.

"One of the hardest things
aboutlockdown andlearning
from home are all the ques-
tion marks posed: dates for
the wrials, student wellbeing
ctc.: but now we have dates,

d

and whatever the regulations
are, we'll make it work.”
With the current Year 12
cohort having not only faced
a disrupted HSC year, but
a disrupted Year 11 too, Mr
Sloan has congratulated stu-
dents for the resilience and
tenacity they have shown
over the last 18 months.
"We've received a host of
'stress less’ care packages as
a kind gesture from Moodie's
Pharmacy, which we intend
to deliver to students in the
coming weeks," he said.
"Our Year 12 students have
been working consistently
hard through circumstances

beyond their control, and

CARE PACKAGES FOR STUDENTS: Kelso High Campus senior mentor Jude Murphy and principal Michael Sloan. Photo: SAM BOLT

Schools rejoice as HSC
set for November start

they will certainly be strong-
er citizens from it as they
enter life after school.”

Mr Sloan's sentiments
have been cchoed by Den-
ison College Bathurst High
Campus principal Ken Bar-
wick, who said their Year 12
cohort are "raring to return
to school and finish it off."

"The HSC is the culmina-
tion of 13 years of schooling,
and our students are likely to
benefit from an extended pe-
riod of face-to-face learning
before commencing exams,”
Mr Barwick said.

"I couldn't be more proud
of this particular cohort
who've never once com-

plained about the disrup-
tions, they've taken it in their
stride and have always main-
tained a positive attitude
throughout.”

In the event cases of COV-
ID-19 continue to be an issue
in Bathurst, Denison College
has sorted Charles Sturt Uni-
versity and select local pri-
mary schools as alternative
venues for HSC exams.

Both principals have said
their Year 12 cohorts are
cagerly awaiting more infor-
mation regarding their end-
of-year graduation balls.

"We expect that infor-
mation to arrive early next
term,” Mr Barwick said.

Pass

"It was tough to start with
because we had so many
numbers, we had a really big
side, so it was about trying

to get all the personalities to

"They just loved it, they click,” Hodges said.

against CYMS and then they

te Panthers just love league tag

10Ila

week and Hodges did not get

UNDER 13S TAG

lost the first semi against

Pat's, but they had that sec-

ond chance and they were

excited for it too.

"A few of them were new,
but there were girls that
played 13s last year still in

fed off it, it was really good
to watch them play. That was

the best thing about it, that

this side and then some 11s

Seeing her squad come who had come up, so there

together into a cohesive unit was a mix.
took some work for Hodges

they just loved it.

to see just how far her side
could go, she was still proud

THEY came within one

point of the minor premier-
ship, but if you ask Bathurst

Panthers under 13s league

of what they had achieved.

Only Orange CYMS Green,
who finished one point

the most satisfying thing ahead of them in the minor

tag coach Rachel Hodges

to

managed

beat Panthers during the reg-

premiership,
It was the passion her side ular season.

about season 2021 it wasn't

the results.

Though Panthers then fell

to St Pat's Blue in the first

the Group 10 Junior Rugby week of finals,

brought each Sunday when

TERRIFIC TAG: The Bathurst Panthers under 13s league
Hodges was tag side loved going about their work this season. Photo:

they lined up for games in

"But they are a great bunch

given the numbers and mix of girls, I was so proud of

RACHEL HODGES

confident they would have

extended bounced back had the sea-

League competition.

them. | was never really hard

But come together they on them, I let them set the

of experience.

Though the

of son continued. They were

lockdown

many areas in the Central
West meant the competition

COVID-19

pace and they just did it, they

did. They headed into the fi-

"They definitely had a Hodges said. "They did real-

-16 earlier good chance at it, when ly, really well this year

drawn to play Mudgee - a
side they beat 22

in the vear.

nals series on the back of five  did it because they loved it.

— ANYA WHITELAW

once consecutive wins.

"They only lost

y were on,

they were on the

last

late

was abandoned

.
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Dunn expected his
side to battle Tigers
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in the first

week of semis, the coach had
every faith his Saints would

have met them again.

Dunn's Saints had quali-

fied for the finals in third po-

under 16s coach Mat Dunn

thinks the Group 10 Junior
sition and while going down

Rugby League season would

Bloomfield - that how St Pat's
have finished had (

not forced an early end.
1o Bloomficld
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It was part of a strong run
towards the business end of year and 1 just think they've

the season, the Saints also been

make ground against fierce rivals Bloomfield Tigers.
drawing 8-all with minor

BIG SEASON: St Pat's prop Justin Hodgson works to
Photo: ANYA WHITELAW

a fortnight before that quali-

had beaten Bloomfield 10-0

the

get
chance to do so as the sea-

not

The boys were disap-

They did

Saints facing the Tigers in fying semi-final.

son was abandoned before
the second week of finals,
but Dunn is adamant in his
belief it would have been his

the decider.
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We started off the scason ple of years, Riley O'Lough-

really well, but then we had a
run of injuries where we had

about six kids out and we had
So we had a period there

to borrow a lot of under 15s.
There were weeks when we
played away we only had 13
and 14 kids because the un-
or about four or five games
where we struggled purely Kelleher and Dylan Branda
in the back end of games be-
got those boys back, we had a
good back-end of the season.
The thing with the draw,
it probably wasn't actually
reflective of the season, we
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only

three
played Mudgee once and

times and we only played
we

While Dunn praised the
effort of all his players - both  derneath you, everyone is so

those who started and those

who came off the bench - he

So we didn't all play
the same teams the same year” when they step up to
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disappointed,” he said.

grand final.

J PP I IO UVUOEWVWOIIOIIIOIOOOUOVLOOOOU O

- ANYA WHITELAW

As Dunn pointed to, Pat's
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What it doesn't say, how-
ever, is the TGA's statement

have caused 355 deaths and vaccines,”

tic Goods Association [TGA]
to state COVID-19 vaccines

adverse effects

Hans
July 8.

A LETTERBOX drop spread-
resident

who's residence

was one of a number hit by

‘altemate facts’, said he was

"They cherry-pick some 36,387 adverse effects as of verse events reported are

data but ignore the moun-
For example, the pam-

1 ] =
facts' hi
the mail
in
Various houses across
the Kelso area were hit by
Kelso
Stroeve,
phlet references the Depart-

can't be trusted; they're ment of Health's Therapeu-

ing ‘alternate’ information
regarding COVID-19 across
to confuse the narrative

around getting on top of

the pandemic.

an apparent deliberate at-
tempt to convince members
of the community they're
not hearing the full story

around COVID-19.
to-peer sites with quite fixed

agendas,” Mr Stroeve said.

tain of contrary evidence to

either amateurish or peer-
confirm their own bias.”

infuriated to find the pam-
full of dodgy websites that

pamphlets on Monday in
phlet in his letterbox.

Kelso has been criticised
for needlessly attempting

Alternate

s

3

the AFL Central West youth girls season's
best and fairest player.

The Bathurst Bushrangers star shared
the award with Dubbo Junior AFL Club's
Molly Mayall.

Leven was a driving force behind the
Bushrangers' unbeaten season and her
club-level achievements were recognised
midway through the year when she was
named captain of the Central West's repre-
sentative youth girls side.

"I was hoping that I could get it but 1 was
surprised to win," Leven said of her award.

"I'have a good year with achievements in
footy. First up, I got selected in the WRAS
[Western Region Academy of Sport] squad
and then I was in the GWS Giants develop-
ment squad. I was also named captain for
the Central West AFL team.

"1 was nominated for a WRAS award and
now I've won this best and fairest award.

! YOUTH GIRLS: Jade Leven {12), Molly
Mayall (12), Callee Black (10)

1 UNDER 17S: Cooper Brien (21), James
Gibson (11), William Sloan (10)

"I would love to be able to take my game

further, maybe cven to the professional level.

We'll see how things go.”

At the time of the season's cancellation
due to COVID-19 Leven's Bushrangers were
already through to the grand final and were
awaiting the winner of the Bathurst Giants
and Orange Tigers preliminary final.

"It was an amazing season. The girls
played really well,” Leven said.

"It was a bit upsetting that we didn't get to
play in the grand final like we were hoping
to. We really did have a great season.”

Leven's Bushrangers youth girls coach
Ciara Kearns said it's hard to find many

-

gotten stronger and stronger," she said.

"It's great to see her rewarded for her
cfforts throughout the year. She has a lot
of commitment, and is working so hard on
her technique with the Giants and WRAS,
and she shows a lot of drive o get better
and better."

Kearns pointed to one moment in particu-
lar during the 2021 season where Leven's
flexibility was on full display.

"She always brings a lot of fight and
passion. Therc was one game where she
was sitting at full forward because she was
injured and really wanted to get into the
game," she said.

"We were having a rough spot where we
couldn’t get possession so we brought her
into the midfield and she made four tackles
in about the space of a minute at 100 per
cent effort the whole time. The team went on
to dominate the rest of that game."”
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SOCCER
BY BRADLEY JURD

PANORAMA Football Club is
calling for expressions of in-
terest for participants in Ba-
thurst's first all-ability soccer
program, Bathurst Summer
Football for All.

Designed to be an inclu-
sive, accessible-friendly
football format for people
with disability, the league
will provide inclusive playing
opportunities in a safe and
secure environment.

Program co-sponsor Adam
Lawson of local Yindyamarra
Care approached Panorama
with the idea, citing the suc-
cess of our Bathurst Summer
of Football summer soccer
competition as his inspira-
tion for an inclusive version.

The program will likely
span six weeks starting in
November and have dif-
ferent age groups; further
details being driven by the
needs and interests of poten-
tial participants who submit
expression of interests.

Panorama sponsor and
public relations Benjamin
Fry said the organisers are
hoping to make the compe-
tition free for all participants.

"Panorama FC aims to
build on Mr Lawson's idea
to help this community en-
hance social interaction, de-
velop social skills and build
relationships,” he said.

"The club would also like
to give each player a partic-
ipation pack on signing up,
including soccer-related gear
and apparel to help them

PFC to launch all-ability soccer program

succeed during the program
- at zero cost to each player.

"To make this a reality, we
are also seeking expressions
of interest from local busi-
nesses who would like to
explore sponsorship oppor-
tunities.”

Lawson said the idea of
an inclusive sport program

NEW PROGRAM: Front: Vivabi

:I.u.oc.[ \ , Ay -ﬂ‘JT IR o .

lity's Nick Packham, Adam Lawson and Ben Fry. Back: Beau

was always in the back of
his mind.

"It's always been in the
back of my mind, to have
something people with a dis-
ability can play,” he said.

"I had someone who
was one of my clients that
couldn't play. He'd come
watch me play soccer. So |

ok

kind of wanted to do some-
thing like this for him be-
cause [ wanted him to be
able to play soccer.

"It's important to have a
program like this because
it's inclusive. Everyone has
the right to be part of a team
and play sport, whether they
have a disability or not. We

7 Mﬂo&:; TAL  Octola

&t

want them to be a part of a
team environment and have
fun.”

The program is likely to
run on Monday afternoons,
with the November start
dependent on COVID-19 re-
strictions easing as expected.

At this stage, organisers

are planning to run two age

-

'
I

@G P P

(4

Yates, Blake Lawson. Photo: CHRIS

for everyone

AT !
SEABROOK
groups at the first trial ages
10-18 and 18-30.

Private carers, National
Disability Insurance Scheme
(NDIS), support providers
and local businesses can ex-
press their interest by going
to the Panorama FC website

at www.panoramafc.com/
football4all.
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AUSTRALIAN RULES
1Y ALEXANDER GRANT

PREMIERSHIP-WINNING
plaver and coach, valued
board member and passion-
ale promoter ol junior and
women's footy.
Decades of
achievements led to

brilliant
Mick
Sloan being named as one of
five inaugural inductees into
the AEL Central West hall of
fame on Friday night.

Sloan, Tony Lewis (Ba-
thurst  Bushrangers  and
Eagles), Geoft Day (Cowra
Blues), David Redden (Or-
ange Tigers) and Graeme
Clements  (Cowra  Blues)
were all honoured in the
online announcement for
their contributions to AFL in
the region.

Current
women's
Sloan  has

Bathurst  Giants
assistant
been

senior
coach
through a number of roles
since he first donned a Ba-
thurst Eagles jersev in 1993,
after moving to the city
from Canberra.

He was a part of the Ea-
gles' five-premiership streak
in the 90s, spent several
vears on the AFL Central
West board and proved an
integral part of the Bathurst
Giants’ formative seasons in
the 2010s.

[t's another great moment
of recognition  tor  Sloan
who was one of the AFL's
Outstanding  Service  To
Australian  Football
winners in 2019,

Sloan said it was a greal
honour o he part of the first

award

ung
21,
ing
at,”
ky.
it
nd

ar
nd

en

ur
ds
ot
d

Inaugural hall of fame class announced

£

AFL Central West hall of
fame class.

I'm very gratelul for the
nomination, It means a lotto
me. For me, what I've done
over the past 29 seasons, is
for fun. It's great to be ac-
knowledged but you certain-
ly don't do these things set-
ting oul o achieve awards,”
he said.

"I particularly appreciate
the induction when  vyou
look at the other people who
were inducted in this first

HONOUR: Mick Sloan was one of five inaugural ind

Nail
N i 1§ -

group. Lknow all of them and
they've all been invalved in
the league for a long period
of time, They were all doing
a lot of work when 1 first ar-
rived and have continued 1o
doalotofwork in the league,
"I feel very humbled o be
in that kind of company.”
When Sloan first moved 1o
the region trom Canberra he
envisioned  Bathurst
becoming  his  home,  but
a big part of the reason he

never

staved wis his great relation-

uctees into the AFL Central West hall of fame on Frida

ship with Eagles tcammates.

te would go on o carn life
membership and best and
fairest honours with the club.

"I moved o Blayney for a
job when I finished uni and
was only going there for 12
months really. Twentv-none
later  Bathurst is
my home and 1 think that's
because ol the connection
I made with the guys at the
Lagles,” he said.

S¢Asons

“There was a great culture
at the club. Some of my clos-

—

Sloan honoured It

= T "

est [riends are still from that
period of time, Winning five
premicerships in g row is a
remarkable achievement for
a team, and even though the
league only had four teams at
the time it was a strong com-
peution.

I feel like the Giants now
have a lot of similarities to
the Eagles in terms of the
culture at the club. IU's a posi-
tive environment, with lots of
camaraderie, where people
are respected.”

y night. Photo: AFL CENTRAL WEST

If there's one concept that
Sloan has always been at the
forefront of it has been junior
development.

When the Eagles merged
with CSU to become the
Bushrangers. Sloan became
a junior coach and Auskick
co-ordinator,

In his ume on the AFL
Central West comunittee and
as president Sloan  always
sought to further opportuni-
ties for juniors,

| To page 15
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PANORAMA Football (",lntgi
calling for expressions of i
terest for participants in
thurst's first all-ability soc
program, Bathurst Sumn
Football for All

Designed to be an ing

sive, accessible-frien!
foothall format for peo)
with disability, the leay|
will provide inclusive pla
opportunities in a sale @
secure environment. _
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Lawson of local Yindyami
Care approached FPanorg
with the idea, citing the -F
cess of our Bathurst Sum
of Football summer sol
competition as his ins
tion for an inclusive verst

The program will I
span six weceks starting
November and  have 8
ferent age  groups; |'lli£
details being driven by
needs and interests 1_lr|)(‘é
tial participants who suj

—

expression of interests.
Panorama  sponsor
public relations Ih_-nil:.’
Fry said the (_)rg;mm-%
hoping to make the ¢
tition free for all l)ill‘li('iél
“panorama FC ilil_i
build on Mr Lawson's
o help this communis
hance social interactiol
velop social skills and
relationships,” he said2
“Ihe club would als
to give each player a E
ipation pack on signt

im'hulings<_u_'«'t:|'—l‘n-~l;'|l
and apparel 1o help!
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DN THE BALL: Jamie Brown in action during last season’s Eglinton DFC summer competition. Photo: EGLINTON DFC FACEBOOK PA

02 6331 0117

b -‘ﬂ;,%ﬁi—_.:.;fﬁﬁ?,,.

i

- =

.

Ll L

GE

EDFC league to heat
P over the summer

OCCER

JCCER players who  had
eir 2021 winter  season
it short due o the COV-
=19 pandemic  will  be
lamping at the bit to play
@in when Eglinton DFC's
mmer competition starts
XCmonth,

Al sport was  cancelled
ck in August due to the
WID-19 lockdown in re-

=
>y
a-side, while the normal Other details include 15 welcome o do so as well, ior mixed  competition on @
il NSW. bringing a tem-  mised  senior competition

rary end o local Bathursi
strict Foothall - competi-

But with vaccination rates
on the rise, comnuunity sport
will be able to commence lat-
er this month, meaning Eg-
linton DEC has been able to
organise its Friday afternoon
summer (_‘nnlpl_'lili(‘_m at Po-
lice Paddock once again,

This vear, the club will he
expanding o cater for junior
age groups, which will nine-

will be the usual seven-a-

side.

but Eglinton DEC is happy ta
work with plavers on this if
they have a friend or sibling
they were hoping 10 play
with or were aged seven this
vear.

Games will be played on
under 10s sized fields, with
no offisde. All ather soceer
rules apply, except that there
are no shide tackles allowed,

minute  halves, 8-10s il
Kick-off at 4. 40pm and 11-13s

games will contnue 1o run
until the senior draw is com-
pleted and the competition
will run for around 8-10
weeks  depending on the
senior draw,

Teams will need 1o wear
the same or similar coloured
shirts but senior weams often
saurce sponsorship to offset

the tcam lee, so Juniors are

The junior competition is
limited in size due 1o field

them to play in,

A senior team costs S66(0,
while a junior team is $S300,

with maoney (o cover insur-
ance for Football NSW and
ground fees.

The Eglinton DEC compe-
tition is one of two summer
competitions that will run,
with Panorama FC running
a senior men's and a sen-

\-\-’(‘:dm:_\‘(l;'ly afternoons
Police Paddock.

Players reach academy's first phase

1we of AFL

T
i

ato hpim,

1

18 has show-
%

spaces so plavers are encour- Panorama  FC  is  also
aged to get their teams in as hoping o run an all-ability
with ecach weam v provicdle  soon as thev can, competition on Monday af-
a game leader with an ap- ternoons at Morse Park.
Children and parents are  proved Working With Chil-

ns. The junior competition

There'll be no  referees,
the competitions never

will have twao age groups - 8-
10 years and 11-13 years.

abunt

umed,  which  saw  the

made the first phase
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wcross Bathurst.

For plavers who are strg-
ding teams in each grade

mnouncement of the

atest Greater Western

/ ALEXANDER GRANT

On to next level

AUSTRALIAN RULES

. ; ooy _ = D = &
gling to find a team, they can For more information or 13 o e
. - . e X A ad ey E v = 12
arded the minor premicr- encouraged o the use the  dren Check, contact Eglinton DEC, who 0 submit a team, email eg- OEaahE =
p. age that they turned in 2021, Therelll be no finals, but  in i can find a team Jor lintondfe@gmail.com. ‘
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[DOOR SPORTS

\THURST Indoor Sports
adium has thrown its doors
en for three days a week

part of the first stage of

e path towards competi-
ns resuming for the sum-
er seasor.

While competitions and
oup training will be able

start again from the week

‘November 1 there are still
ances right now for those

Bathurst to keep them-

Ilves fit and ensure their
ills stay sharp.

The stadium is open
onday to Wednesday from
lam to 5pm for those wish-
g to shoot around and use
e courts.

Stadium manager Andrew
mes has been busy piec-
g together draws for the
ultisport, netball, indoor
yccer and basketball com-
etitions this summer.

As the COVID-19 NSW
accine double dose num-
ers started to get closer to
1e important 70 and 80 per
ent marks he was able to set
1e restart date that everyone
ad been waiting to hear.

"Once they started to
nnounce percentages we
new we'd be looking to-
rards the back end of No-
ember to restart our com-
etitions. For the last three to
our weeks we've been plan-
ing to open back up around
ow," he said.

"Originally we thought the
0 per cent mark was around
he 25th but that looks like
t could be brought forward

OPEN: Bathurst Indoor Sports Stadium manager Andrew James with players enjoying the chance to use the courts on

Wednesday afternoon. Photo: CHRIS SEABROOK

a week, but we'll plan for
comps to start back up at the
first week of November to
give us an extra buffer and
give teams time to nominate.

"We're open at the mo-
ment, just for three days a
week as we look to generate
sorne turnover, but then after
that we'll be getting our com-
petitions underway.

"Until we get to the 80 per
cent double dose number
we can't do any competitive
training or scrimmages.”

The COVID-19 lockdown
was a big blow to the Ba-
thurst Indoor Sports Stadi-
um, who according to James
had seen strong numbers
across all their competitions
before they were forced into
an early conclusion.

Nominations were first
opened up to those winter
competitors before new
teams could throw their hat
into the ring.

James said the numbers
have been great.

"The seniors are often slow
to get nominations going ...
but they're steady. The mul-
tisport and netball nomina-
tions have been good but our
junior basketball has been
booming," he said.

"We've got more teams in
that competition than I've
ever seen since I've been
here. Having a few Scots All
Saints and Stannies teams
has helped with that. I've
had to shut nominations for
our primary school comps
because they're already full.”

With such strong support,
and a need to close nomina-
tions so early, James hopes
that it will lead to greater
playing opportunities in
the future.

"If we can sustain these
numbers over the next 12
months we can make a
case with Bathurst Regional
Council for an extension,
because we're unable to fit in
any more people through the
week,” he said.

"We're so busy now. Once
everything ramps back
there's no room for anyone
to come to the courts and
just shoot around from
Monday through to Friday
after school.

"It's great for us but un-
fortunately it leads to people

missing out. There's room
for the stadium to grow but
we would have to keep these
numbers up.”

Following the latest round
of lockdowns James said it's
nice to have quelled the fear
of low nominations.

"My biggest fear was that
we'd have people thinking
'Nah, we won't do it, we keep
getting disrupted’ but the
feeling I'm getting is that it's
gone the other way. People
really want to get out there
and they want to get stuck in
again,” he sald.

"We had momentum
throughout this whole year
and we had a huge winter. We
were doing really well with
numbers up until closure.”

- ALEXANDER GRANT

X




WELCOME BACK: Denison College Kelso High Campus s

| L

taff members Karah Logan, Narelle B

easley and Mick Sloan are looking forward to students returning. Photo: PHIL BLATCH

RETURNING

Qchool's in for Bathurst students after months of home classes

EDUCATION
AMY REES

MORE than two months of
lockdown learning are com-
ing to an end for Bathurst
students with schools across
the region returning to face-
to-face learning on Monday.

Students in kindergarten,

Year 1 and the crucial Year
12 will be the first 1o return
to the classroom today
(Monday, October 18) with
all other vears to return on
October 25.

The day could not have
come soon enough for teach-
ers and students right across
the Bathurst region alter

months of remote learning
with schools open only to the
children of essential workers.

Denison  College  Kelso
High Campus principal
Mick Sloan was among those
looking forward to seeing
students back at school.

Mr Sloan said the school
had implemented some

ﬁil/om% /g Octo ber

changes to limit the number
of students in contact with
cach other, but the biggest
change would be the wear-
ing of masks.

But cven with school
looking a litde different for
students for the foresceable
future, stafl will be doing
their best to make the tran-

sition back to learning a
smooth one.

"We're really looking for-
ward 1o seeing all our stu-
dents back,” Mr Sloan said.

Bathurst High Campus
principal Ken Barwick is
also looking forward to stu-
dents returning,.

He said the school's pri-

mary focus was on Year 12
students as they prepare for
their delayed Higher School
Certificate exams, scheduled
to start on November 9.
"We're already running
HSC masterclasses and HSC
study bubbles for Year 12 to
re-cngage them,” he said.
| To page 2

Students
returning
to their
learning

| From page 1

Protocols have been im-
plemented to limit the con-
tact Year 12 students have
with the rest of the school -
leading up to HSC and a va-
riety of back-up plans are in
place in case a student tests
positive to COVID.

Mr Barwick said returning
to classes would be benefi-
cial for students’ wellbeing.

"We're really excited that
students will be back in
classes and engaging in not
only learning but socialising
with students because I think
the lockdown has impacted
on a lot of kids in a negative
way," he said.

Meanwhile, primary
schools are also preparing
to welcome back their first
students on Monday and
Holy Family Primary School
principal Kevin Arrow said
although some changes
would be implemented, the
main goal was to continue
their core business of teach-
ing and learning.

Masks won't be mandato-
ry for younger children but
they will be encouraged to
wear one. Hygiene protocols
have been heightened and
no community-type events
including assemblies will be
held until rules ease further.




o« TRIATHLON
BRADLEY JURD

AFTER coming up short in
recent times, Bathurst Walla
bics Triathlon Club is hoping
to make the 2021-22 secason
the one it finally crowns itscll
Central West champions

Ihe draw for the Central
West Triathlon League was
announced on Friday, with
four events staged at each of
the major clubs in the region

Bathurst, Dubbo, Mudgee
and Orange

Mudgee will open the sea
son on November 21, before
the Bathurst one on Australia
Day, Tollowed by Orange an
February 13 Dub
bo finishes the season on

GAME ON: A majorily of the Bathurst-based players and coaches that will feature in the WRAS basketball team in 2021-22, Photo: BRADLEY JURD

before

Chance to improve for

BASKETBALL
BRADLEY JURD

SHE only coached (or the

tirst time this vear, but Jade
Pheils is looking forward (o
hernew role as an apprentice
coach in the Western Region
Academy of Sport's 2021.22
basketball team

Pheils is ane of a number
ol Bathurst representatives
in  the baskethall
which ineludes
60 athleres

team,
than
range
Central
Bathursi

more
lrom  «
Lowns
Wesi

Lithgow,

the
including

dACrOssS
Orange,  Dubbo
and Gilgandra

Pheils saic her new DPPOT-
tanity will be a great chance

for her to improve her skills

as a coach
1 think

portunicy

i's a greal
I coached Tor the

first time this vear, with the

op

Goldminers this vear and 1'm
heading into another season
with Goldminers nex vear,”
she said.
T's a grew OpPortunity
o improve my skills and ge
mare exposure as a couch,
Tm really looking forward
o working with the other
assistant coaches and abwi-
ously the head coach, which
is Adam Marjoram,
MeGrath,

also Bathurst based, is one

"Jess who's

of the assistant coaches, so

that's great for her, | think

7 CA e 'J-O‘CCC—E;

she's done it for the past

wo vears,

Pheils said it's great to see

so many Bathurst baskehall
ers in the squad, which she
said Is a sign of the suecess
the  Bathurst  Goldminers
program enjoved in 202
“Itreally shows that off (he
back of our successful Gold-
miners that
our kids are stepping up and
continuing with their oppor
tunities through the WRAS
program,” she said

sSCason same

"We've also got alat of new
laces in the WRAS program
as well, so that's really exeir
Ing to see across the hoard in
both bovs and girls

'l think our program is get

ting our kids prepared and
giving them the opportunity
to play at the higher grade.”
In both the
lemales  there

males and

are  three
squads - a graduate squad, a
senior squad and a develop
ment squad.

The graduate squad fea
under  16s-18s,  the
senior squad is made up of
under 14s-15s and the devel-

tures

opment squad is for under

| 28-13s.
There are also training
partners,  which  features

plavers from the under 16s
age group that are not quie
at the level of an academy
team,

Bathurst s represented

SN Ny

Pheils in WRAS squad

in the male squads by Max
Campbell, Max Johns, Chi.
ranjeev-Singh - Kalsi,  Kurt
Lansom, Will Burton. Charlie
Fischbeck, Riley George, Jax-
on Burton, Pierson Odwyer,
Will Pheils. Kalan Traves and
larvis Whalan,

Bathurst is represented in
the female squids by Roxy
George. Phoche Moller, Ruby
Griffin and Sian Campbell,

Phiels will be one of three
apprentice  coaches along
side Chrystal O'Brien
Molly Crofi

Other
not

and
assistant  coaches
previously  mentioned
includes the likes of Scot
Holmes, Claire Bynon and
Kieran Osbarn,

several

March 13,
After coming up short for
seasons now, club
president Mick Stapley s
hoping the Wallabies can
take top spotin the interclub
SEres
It's certainly been  the
focus for us for a couple ol
vears now, Orange have been
a frontmarker in that Central
West interclub competition,”
he said
For the

we've been up amongst it, we

fast few vears
just haven't taken that next
stap.
‘Our
numbers to those interclub

focus is  getting
events and trying (o take that
wp step on the podium.,
With lockdown preventing
many athletes from having a
normal training schedule for
anumber ol months, Stapiey
sald the return of regular tri

iy

READY: Bathurst W

athlons from next m
help prepare club
zet back w their full

“There's been a
ol focus around
bhecause we haven'!
events for people t
he said

For those who

targeted cvents,

/ C'J(_,Q;Mt{;:‘:&—cj / (% 7/’;;/

ﬁ',/
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Wallabies want to win triathlon league

BY BRADLEY JURD

AFTER coming up short in
recent times, Bathurst Walla-
bies Triathlon Club is hoping
to make the 2021-22 season
the one it finally crowns itself
Central West champions.
The draw for the Central
West Triathlon League was
announced on Friday, with
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hoto: BRADLEY JURD -

 for

the male squads by Max
impbell, Max Johns, Chi-
njeev-Singh  Kalsi, Kurt
insom, Will Burton, Charlie
schbeck, Riley George, Jax-
1 Burton, Pierson Odwyer,
ill Pheils, Kalan Traves and
rvis Whalan.

Bathurst is represented in
¢ female squads by Roxy
eorge, Phoebe Moller, Ruby
riffin and Sian Campbell.
Phiels will be one of three
pprentice  coaches  along-
de Chrystal O'Brien and
{olly Croft.

Other assistant coaches
ot previously mentioned
icludes the likes of Scott
lolmes, Claire Bynon and

four events staged at each of
the major clubs in the region
- Bathurst, Dubbo, Mudgee
and Orange.

Mudgee will open the sea-
son on November 21, before
the Bathurst one on Australia
Day, followed by Orange on
February 13 before Dub-
bo finishes the season on
March 13.

After coming up short for
several seasons now, club
president Mick Stapley is
hoping the Wallabies can
take top spot in the interclub
series.

“It's certainly been the
focus for us for a couple of
years now. Orange have been
a frontmarker in that Central
West interclub ttmnpuliliun,"
he said.

"For the last few ycars
we've been up amongst it, we
just haven't taken that next
step.

*Our focus is geting
pumbers to those interclub
events and trying to take that
top step on the podium.”

With lockdown preventing
many athletes from having a
normal training schedule for
a number of months, Stapley
said the return of regular tri-

athlons from next month will
help prepare club members
get back to their full fitness.

“There's been a real lack
of focus around training
because we haven't had any
events for people to target,”
he said.

"For those who have had
targeted cvents, they have

READY: Bathurst Wallabies Triathlon Club president Mick Stapley

had them moved or changed.
A lot of people have really
strugeled with that focused
event, so it's really good to
have a local event.”
wallabies is still talking to
Bathurst Regional Council
and local police with their lo-
cal triathlon events, however,
it has produccd a tentative

_—77/«2/«:&:7 SO O o Ce—

list of triathlons including
one on November 14, De-
cember 5 (a women's only
event), December 19, Febru-
ary 20, March 20, alongside
the annual Australia Day in-
terclub event on January 26.
Membership numbers are
also looking good according
to Stapley and he's expecting

with his son Josh, Nick North and other

numbers to continue grow-
ing, especially around the
start of the season.

"we're looking good in
terms of membership,” he
said.

»(bviously there'll be a fot
of people that join up when
we get down to racing. Obvi-
ously there's quite a few that

club members. Photo: CHRIS SEABROOK

are a bit hesitant not know-
ing what's going.

“We're hopeful we'll
have good numbers agail
this year.”

For more informations
on the Bathurst Wallabiess
Triathlon Club, visit its Face
book page @BathurstWalla-
biesTriathlonClub.
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' Class of 2021 assembled in a giant ‘21’ inside the school's gymnasium. Photo: SAM BOLT

COUNTING DOWN: Kelso High Campus
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Year 12s finish school
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Peters praised for big 2021
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1s she was impressed

Tavlor had earlier been de-

clared the AFLCW best and
iirest while Sloan was the
league’s leading goal scorer

TOP GONGS: Bathurst Giants' senior best and fairest
As well as Kennedy and  winners, from left, Mitch Taylor {firsts), Katie Kennedy
{(women’'s) and Ben Cant (reserves).
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: Elly Rudd was name

omen’s side for 2021. Photo: PHIL BLATCH

Rudd is rewarded
'or a stellar year

JSTRALIAN RULES
ANYA WHITELAW

E'S got vision and com-
sure, she's got speed and
lis and given Elly Rudd is
ly 18, it also appears she
s o big future in Australian
es ahead of her.
S0 impressive was Rudd's
t full scason in the AFL
ntral West senior women's
npetition that she dom-
ted the Bathurst Lady
shrangers' best and fairest
¢ count, beating out many
ch more experienced ri-
s for the top gong.
3ut Rudd's award came
no surprisc to Lady
shrangers co-coach
sey Richards, who mar-
cd at the teenager's talent
oughout the season.
She got 51 vates, she ab-
ately blitzed it. I'm really,
ly proud that she won,"
hards said.
| wasn't surprised, this
r she's just been fantastic,
She's  superb, she's so
erse in her ability, she's
e a utility 1 think vou
ild say. You can play her
ny paosition and she just
runs for days.
Mysell and some of the
er - midficlders  were

claiming that we got her the
award because we'd tell her
to run every game,” she add-
ed with a laugh.

Rudd had been carmarked
by former Lady Bushrang-
ers coach Brian Matheson
to form a key part of the
2020 squad, but she badly
dislocated her finger in a
training game before the sca-
son began.

‘Though being sidelined by
injury was a setback, Rudd
managed to play three games
with the seniors before the
end of the season.

So when she returned for a
full campaign this year, Rudd
not only handled the step up,
she flourished to the extent
Richards at one point com-
pared her with Collingwood
AFL great Scott Pendlebury.

"She did really well
through the youth girls tier.
When she was younger she
was really touted as an up
and coming gun, she was
one of the names vou'd throw
around when talking about
who you were excited to see
progress up into the senior
women's,” Richards said.

"So her talent is undeni-
able but her skills are really
crisp around the field. That
level-head she has and her

d the best and fairest for the Bathurst Bushrangers

Her talent is
undeniable

but her skills
are really crisp
around the field.

Kelsey Richards on Elly
Rudd

vision on the field is just real-
ly fantastic.

"She's  phenomenal and
to be so young, she's got
an incredible  amount ol
composure on the field. She
always looks so calm and
level-headed, it's remarkable
she has got such poise for a
woman of just 18-vears-old.

“It's is very enjovable to
walch, even when T was
lining up alongside her in
the midfield 1 found myselt
being a spectator quite a bit
and just watching her talent.

“It's not all natural talent
cither, she's worked incredi-
bly hard to build up her skills
aswell”

Rudd has also be named in
the first phase Greater West-
ern Sydney Giants academy
under 19s squad.
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EXAMS: Denison College (Kelso) students Bella Bracken, Brianna Briggs and Charlotte Cosgrove are keen to finish the HSC. Photo: PHIL BLATCH

HSC finally begins for students

EDUCATION

THOUGH a stressful time
for Year 12 students around
NSW, HSC  exams finally
kicked off on Tuesday, mark-
ing the beginning of the end
ol their schooling life.

After long  delays  due
o COVID, local students
have finally heen able to

put their knowledge o the
test with Denison College
(Kelso High) students Bella
Bracken, Brianna Briggs and
Charlotte Cosgrove all happy
to have their first English pa-
per behind them. 'The second
English examis this morning.

“Could have been better,
could have been worse,”

Charlotte said.

“If the HSC was on in the
normal time I would have
done better because | stud-
ied heaps during the holi-
days and lockdown but kind
of burnt out because it was
prolonged for too long.”

A number of exams will
take place over the next three

weeks before students say
goodbye to high school life.
The girls are looking for-
ward to moving on to the
next chapter of their lives
with Brianna and Charlotte
heading to Wollongong and
Bella remaining in Bathurst
to study Business Studies at
Charles Swurt University.

"Tvealready gotcarly entry
so that's guaranteed which is
pretty cool,” Bella said.

Though HSC exams were
meant to have finished by
now they will now wind up
on Friday, December 3 and
the girls are looking forward
o celebrating,

- AMY REES
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FRIENDS: Liily Fragar, Nicholle D
Williams and Aaryanne Churehill

alipe, Rose Coleman, Sophie

ZOMBIE HORDE: Isabelle Renshaw, Jack Lamberton, Gabrielle
Forshaw, Katelyn Henderson and Maya McGrath,

LAST DAY AT KELSO HIGH

Denison College Kelso High Campus’ Class of
2021 capped off their final week of schooling on
October 29 with a crazy costume day and a jovial
bunch of activities. The students commenced the
Higher School Certificate this week.

SHARKBOY AND LAVAGIRL: Charlotte Cosgrove and Brianna Briggs
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SUPER: Lily Grimmond, Zoey England, Elly Rudd and Maddy Vallis.

MATES: Danton Barratt and Brody Cooper.
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VOLLEYBALL
i+ ALEXANDER GRANT

THIS year not only marks
the end of the road for the
region’'s most successful vol-
leyball coach but also for one
of the most dominant squads
across any sport in the Cen-
tral West over recent years.

Kelso High School's Jerry
Sheader has confirmed that
he will not be resuming the
volleyball program at Deni-
son College in 2022, opting
to spend additional time
with his family.

Over the past two decades
Sheader has dedicated much
of his time towards fostering
volleyball talent in the Cen-
tral West, and it was over the
past six years with one par-
ticular Denison College side
that he truly struck gold.

What began in 2016 as a
challenge to build up a year
seven girls' squad into some-
thing competitive would,
by the end of 2021, result in
numerous titles and a raft of
representative selections.

Sheader points to what he
refers to as the "core five” of
Maddic Vallis, Lily Grim-
mond, Teagan Bush, Zara
Sheader and Harriet Fitzsim-
mons who were a force (o
be reckoned with every time
they played.

"Each one of those five
girls cach represented NSW
in Combined High Schools
competition and also rep-
resented outside of school
sport. We built the team
around those five core play-
ers ... and they were essential

End of an era for volleyball in region

-

to our success,” he said.

“Between them we had
two outside hitters, one libe-
ro, one setter and one uni-
versal. They're filling the five
most crucial positions and
doing so at a very high level.”

Sheader believes that over
the course of their carcers
the quintet would have lost
somewhere in the vicinity of
only six games out of the 80
or so that they played.

Of those defeats they
mostly came either in finals

WHAT A TEAM: Kelso High School's graduating year 12 volley

or against more experienced
opposition.

It was a remarkable
achievement from a group
who couldn't have achieved
such a record without plenty
of dedication.

"In year seven terim two
that's when the program
started, when | ran it at Ba-
thurst High for a year. I'd take
the minibus over from Kelso
once a week to train.

"We had 30 girls when
we started out, and threc

J_-‘ e e (1

teams that went to Sydney
for the first tournament. |
was surprised over the years,
especially that second and
third year, of the ability that
those girls in that core group
were showing.

"In the state program they
were travelling every week-
cnd to play for the state tecam,
and it was surprising that we
had five girls from the onc
team representing the state.

"Not only were they com-
mitted but they were tal-

ball side were a force throughout their time

ented. They had the energy,
interest and skill level but it
was a big commitment from
their parents as well, given
the costs involved. They pro-
vided a lot of support.”

The team came fourth in
year nine with Western at the
CHS tournament and then
would win in 2019 and 2021.

If it weren't for COVID
cancelling the 2020 tourna-
ment then it’s likely the side
would have made it a hat-
trick.

/Jaxﬁfwaéc;} /345 xoernbe—

at Denison College. Photo: CON

Tiyke

TRIBUTED

Sheader said it's been an
amazing experience.

"l was at Blayney prior to
here, so I've spent 22 years
coaching in the region,”
he said.

"I still go away with a lot
of the ex-students, including
the Blayney ones, with the
Beavers team each year. It's
great hearing from them
about how volleyball gave
them something that helped
them connect to other
like-minded people.”
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No rust as 14s recoyx
a bonus-point succe

CRICKET
1 ANYA WHITELAW

HE HAD expected them to be
a little rusty, so when the Ba-
thurst District Cricket Asso-
ciation under 14s began their
Central West Cricket Council
campaign on Sunday with a
bonus-point win, coach Josh
Wilcox was delighted.

A wet start to the scason
meant Wilcox's squad had
to wait until Sunday's third
round match against the
Central West Girls at Morse
Park 1 to finally put into ac-
tion what they'd been prac-
ticing.

‘They executed well with
the ball to dismiss the CW
Girls for 99, then showed a
balance of maturity and ag-

BONUS START: Blayde Burke, who took 1-16 ;ff seven overs, an

gression to complete the run
chase in 16 overs for the loss
of just two wickets.

"The first two rounds got
washed-out so any time you
get on want to make the
most of it, especially this year
because they've got bonus
points in the competition,
Getting a bonus point win
there makes a huge differ-
ence, it was massive getting
that,” Wilcox said.

"Considering the limited
amount of time they'd had to
play it was expected to be a
bit of a rusty game, but I was
very impressed with their
batting, it was very skilful.

“The kids were very keen
to be able to get on. We've
done a lot of work in the
pre-scason on our fielding

!

S

and working as a team and it
was impressive to see them
do that."

The Bathurst 14s won the
toss and elected to bowl first
on Sunday. Cooper Stephen
was brilliant with the new
ball as he conceded just three
runs from his four overs and
helped build pressure.

Though a number of the
CW Girls' top order made
starts - Nikera Hann (16 off
45), Calle Black (17 off 21)
and Lllen Dobel (15-14) all
showing promise - they were
unable to go on with the job.

With only nine players,
they were all out for 99 in the
29th over.

"A couple of boys with
their bowling really really
stood out for us, we rotated

through eight bowlers, so it
was a good all-round perfoi-
mance,” Wilcox said.

"William Moorehead for
his debut, it was his first
game playing rep cricket for
Bathurst, he got 2-14 off four
which was pretty impres-
sive."

In reply Bathurst always
looked in control with skip-
per Gilby Glawson (36 not
out off 40) and Stephen (29
not out off 30) guiding them
to a bonus point win.

"It was smart, there were
very little rash shots, very
little chances given away, it
was really nicely controlled.
That was something 1 really
pressed the boys to do, they
had plenty of time and to
make sure they had plenty of

d his Bathurst und;M team-mat_es posted an eight-wicket win. Photo: PHIL BLATCH

pride in their wicket and they
showed that," Wilcox said.

While it was a tough in-
itiation to the competition
for the Central West Girls,
Wilcox was impressed by
some of the talent within
their ranks.

"They actually played real-
ly well as a team, they were a
couple of players short which
did hurt them, they only had
nine on the day,” he said.

"What was really impres-
sive was their couple of key
girls who stood out, their
match awareness was better
than ours, easily. It was great
to see the way they would
make field chances and try
and account for certain bat-
ters in particular, it was very
impressive from them.”

1o

Is groupnow at
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now we've had some of the

older guys coming through

and looking to challenge as
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a time means we can start prepar-

Cashman swam

lub’s
presence at next year's long of 5:16.00 to finish eighth ing for nationals in earnest

course nationals has grown overall at the meeting for the

4
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Swim

BATHURST

well, which in tum inspires
our younger swimmers.

"We had Tyler [Johnson]

instead of preparing for them
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"For both of them the
400IM will be their pet event,

and I think they’ll have the

go half a second under the

to three, with CalebCashman  400m individual medley to in hope.

and Alex Evans' recent quali-

fvin

chasing very hard again for

"‘-‘3 his times this

required nationals qualify-

g times sending them to

year. He's push-

he younger 14-year-olds.
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the top level of Australian ingtime.

competition alongside club-

ingt

chance to probably get an-

completed his
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Caleb Cashman and Alex Evans have

qualified for next year's Australian Age Swimming
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ing together and they have

at training. They enjoy train-

Alex will look to the 200 Championships in Adelaide in the 400m individual
50 freestyle medley and 100m freestyle respectively.

Stapley and 400IM, the

Naturally, Bathurst Swim

Club coach Josh

medley at Saturday's Sydney
pic Park Aquatic Centre
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months and I would have got

that [with Whalan] had it not

thurst numbers at the event

50, 100, 200 breaststroke, the can still increase.

2001IM, 50 and 100 free on his

100 butterfly. Caleb has the
fvintwo mind too.”

couldn’t be happier to see and potentially the 50 and

three of his athletes book

their

meeting while over the pre-
vious weekend Evans got the

you couple that with the
strength of competition here

to South

journey

time he was chasing for the

100m freestvle.

been for COVID,” he said.

"It's been a long time com-

ing and I've been building to-

Australia so early.
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wards this for nearly two and  a lot more looking likely - is

a half years now. It's always

Stapley is stoked to have
a trio of representatives at

next year'

I'm absolutely
rapt with that,” he said.

Having two quali

will be off to Adelaide for the weekends,

April's Australian Age Swim-

"

The under 14s boys duo

them succeed as well.”

great. And the thing is that

f

v

The Age Championships

success breeds success. Si-

s nationals but he been the goal. I wanted a

We're still early on, too.
Nationals aren't until April

",

ming Championships with

enna qualified last year and  will run from April 11 to 18.

nationals swimmer within 12

remains hopeful that the Ba-

Whalan, who has already
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harles

Darwin University in Darwin
in 2020 as the pro vice-chan-
cellor indigenous leadership.

"

made an honorary associate

professor.

to deputy vice-chancellor

This vear he was promoted
first nations leadership.

He currently oversees the
Indigenous Knowledge Cen-

In recognition of his aca-
tre at CDU.

demic contributions to the

and cultural centre located
Mr Bolt joined €

in Alice Springs); and the
Bridging the Gap Founda-

uon.

University of NSW, he was

microsoci-
also been

the Brien Holden

entre for Indigenous
science,

Programs in 2016.

tion, media arts and identity

He became the director of
studies.

the University of NSW Nura

His rescarch background

traverses Indigenous studies,

health
Mr Bolt has
made a director of three

ology, business administra-
boards:

higher education institutions
Vision Institute; the Strehlow
Research Centre (a museum

university courses across six
in the Sydney region.

Bolt convened more than 50

Gili

Faculty of Health Sciences in

2009.

RECOGNISED: Reuben Bolt finished his HSC at Kelso
He graduated with a PhD

Sydney from 2002 to 2004.

the Kelso High honour roll
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recognises
education

award
a student who completed

Reuben Bolt, who was also
their secondary

the first person in his family
i 1o complete the HSC, is the

/

The

has joined an exclusive Kelso

High School club.
vears ago and has gone on Lo

person of Indigenous herit-
age to graduate with a PhD
at the University of Sydney's
Faculty of Health Sciences
latest recipient of the Kelso
High Decade Award.

at Kelso High more than 10

A MAN who was the first

EDUCATION

. Reuben

§
3
B
5
%

2003 to 2012, Mr

From

¥'s

at the University of Sydne

University of Technology in

outstanding success or has

Archer has a five-for,
could nab a hat-trick

CRICKET
ANYA WHITELAW

HE'S already picked up the
first five-wicket haul of his
cricketing career and now
Oscar Archer is dreaming
about the delivery which
could deliver him a hat-trick.

On Saturday the 15-year-
old was the star as ORC made
a brilliant start to its Bathurst
District Cricket Association
presidents cup match against
Bathurst City Quigley.

lie took 5-18 off his 6.6
overs, the last two victims of
the innings coming on con-
secutive deliveries.

"I'm on a hat-trick the next
game, so that's pretly excit-
ing,” he enthused.

"Yeah, I'm thinking about
the hat-trick ball. I've got so
much plans in my head, so |
guess I'll see which one 1do.”

While it remains to be seen
if he can strike first-up when
he next gets the chance o
bowl, Archer's five-for is
something he can relish.

He is just the second play-
er in the presidents cup this
scason to pull off the feat,
following on from Bathurst
Bushrangers  talent  Amy
Corbett who ok an amaz-
ing 5-9 off her four overs
against Rugby Union in car-
ly November.

“lhat was my first one, it
feltgreat, it was amazing,” he
said of the five-for.

“TI've not particularly been
bowling for long but I've
recently been pretty  good
at i, so I've been going
for wickets.”

Archer now also sits on top
of the leading wicket-takers
list in his competition, hav-
ing claimed 12 victims across
four matches.

He's also given ORC a
chance to jump [rom sixth
into the top four as he helped

BIG DAY OUT: Fifteen-year-ol

d Oscar Archer snared the first five-wicket haul of his cricket caree

he next bowls for ORC he'll be on a hat-trick too. Photo: CONTRIBUTED

bowl out Bathurst City Quig-
ley for 92 then the Tigers
reached 3-84 in reply before
stumps on day one of their
two-day clash.

Archer ook two wickets
with the new ball on Satur-
day at Learmonth Park 1,
putting Bathurst City in carly
trouble at 3-13.

Did he expect then he was
on for something special?
"Absolutely not” the teenag-
er revealed.

llowever, as the match

o

unfolded Archer continued
to bowl well and after finish-
ing his first spell, could not
wait to get the ball back in
his hands.

"Give me the ball - that's
exactly what T was thinking.
I just had a break for a little
bit and would come back the
next spell, that's what the
captain told me," he said.

"When | came back on he
told me to go after it, so 1 was
happy to respond.”

Archer went on to polish

& e p——

off the Bathurst City tail -
Ruben Martin-Clark helping
him out with a pair of catch-
es - to enjoy his best day with
the ball thus far.

"They were prime, they
were amazing, | was abso-
lutely happy with them,”
Archer said.

"Sometimes the wickets
you can get are pretty easy,
but these wickets, they were
good players so it was good
10 knock them over.

"The pitch was not bounc-

s’;

r on Saturday. When

ing a log, so I'just putitona
good length and if it doesn't
bounce then it will stay low,
if it did bounce it would
go high.

"It was those arcas in a
good length that were play-
ing tricks, so that's where
to bowl.

"Everyone was up. Yeah |
did raise the ball. Toved it."

ORC needs nine more
runs this Saturday to claim
first innings honours, with
seven wickets still in hand.




TRAIN TO GAIN

ON A MISSION: Roxy George has been training hard to add to her representative basketball resume now she's under
18s eligible. Photo: CONTRIBUTED
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BASKETBALL
ANYA WHITELAW

SHE'S part of the Basketball
NSW State Performance Pro-
gram, she's in the frame for
her under 18 NSW Country
debut and she's also aiming
o play D-League in 2022 -
Roxy George is certainly one
talented and driven teenager.

While many her age enjoy
a good sleep-in, 15-year-old
George has been setting her
alarm at Sam once a week
and the heading off the Lith-
gow to train.

‘That's not all she has been
doing cither.

“I've been waking up at
Sam for Gam training ses-
sions in Lithgow, I've been
doing that once a week for
like 20 weeks,” George said.

“I've also had my local
training cach week as well
and then CrossFit to keep my
fitness up.”

Bathurst Goldminer
George made the commit-
ment to work hard in training
o puthersellin the frame for
representative honowrs.

Though she's had plenty
already, that she now finds
hersell as a botom-age play-
er in the under 18s bracket
means  she  faces  stifter
competition. It means she
has been delighted sclectors
have still noticed her.

As one of the NSW Coun-
try plavers in the State Per-
formance Program, George
will join the best voung NSW
Metro  talents  for  weekly
training sessions,

‘That should help her cause
to make the cut to play at the
under 18 Australian Country
Championships, which will

he staged at Ballarat in April.

She has been named in
a squad of 20, which will
be trimmed  following @
camp at Maitland at the end
of January.

"I've only just gone up to
the under 18s age group and
I've been selected ina State
pPerformance Program  and
been chosen in the Country
side which is a squad ol 20
gitls and they'll cut that 1o a
team of 10," she said.

1 was very shocked, but
I'm so happy because l've
put in a lot of work to make
this. Lam pretty keen to make
that final 10.”

George is also hoping to
be announced in a D-League
squad this week. She was
picked to participate in the
under 16s tournament this
vear, but COVID-19 meant
the competition  did  not
go ahead.

The D-League was  de-
signed by Basketball NSW
o help aid the development
of talented juniors by having
tiem train, play and coach
against each other in a tour-
nament-stvle environment.

“They pick the top 20 kids
from Country and Metro and
then they combine them into
teams, they pick an under
I 7s team and under 18s,” she
said. "1'm hoping to be in the
under 185"

The D-League is set to take
place in January and it se-
lected, it will add to George's
alrcady busy schedule,

"Our  Western  Junior
League will start up and T
have some Crosslit comps
in there as well, and some
basketball camps - so it will
be very busy,” she said.
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hful take on local |
initiatives

Clulb
president Mal Purves said

Bathursy Lions
their main goal is to mentor
members of the Leo Club to
the poingwhere they're able
Lo stage I\'Hlll'l—l'l'llll'i(' Cvents
on their own,

s one thing w0 come
and help us run our regular
and but
we want to empower the Leo
Club o engage

cvenlts mitauves.,

with their

e

peers v events  centred
around vouth partcipation,”
Mr Purves said.

"We understand o lot ol
vouny will
reach o point in their lives
where they'll have to move

for work ol

these people

university. bul
we're giving them a foun-
dation 1w develop  sound
leadership and  citizenship

skills (o aid in their persanal

m:6c7 [/ AL /M/) o corner

development,”

With COVID stalling much
of the Leo Club’s operations
2021, Mr
there will he a
ctlortto develop the club fur-
therin 2022,

"We already have a livle
over 10 members
with the Leo Club, and we

for Porves  said

concerted

involved

hope to raise the profile of
the chub further into the new

1, Loukia Robson and Cedric Peniata
learn how to prepare a community barbecue at the Bathurst Lions Club shed in Short Street. Photo: SAM BOLT

year, where its hoped com-

munmity  events will retarn

o a more fimiliar routine,”

he said,

“There's also the ulterion
motive ol generating youth
interest in Lions Club activi-
ties, as we're not getting any
vounger alterall” .
more inlormation,
visit the Bathwrst Leo Club
Facehook page,

lor

BASKETBALL
AMY REES

THIS time last week, local
junior basketbhall playver Roxy
George was having the time
ol her life at the State Perfor-
mance Program camp (SP1)
for the first time in her career?
The two-day induction 1o
the program was held last
Monday and Tuesday and fo-
cused on assessing the play-
ers’ abilities o work an de-
veloping their skills further.
for the

I'rials Program

GOOD WORK: Roxy George recently attended her first State Performance Programc

George stepping it up |

were held in December with
20 female baskethall plavers
from the country and 20
from the metopolitan areas
all coming together to carn a
spotin the SPI

"It's fun.” George sand.

"We had testing, Tthink we
had three training sessions
and  shooting  testing and
heaps of talks.

"In the testing there was
about 90 girls and we had the
vo-yo test which is like the
beep test and 1 got eighthcin
thatso Lwas happywith that”

George  has  competed
in trials for the SPP in the
past but this is the first she
has made the program, an
accomplishment she is very
excited about

At only 15 vears of age.
George's goal for 2022 s
to make the state side and
compete at a national lev-
el against the other states
around the country.

Trials for the state tcam
will take place at the end
ol lanuary,

"It would mean a lot Jwo

make the state team] be-
cause of all the hard work
I've been putting in for this,”
George said.

I've  been  plaving  tor
about seven years.”

As well as preparing fon
state trials, George will be
ecuing ready for the Western
Junior League competition
with Bathurst Goldminers.

The talented basketballer
will plaver in under 18s for
the local team, who are hop-
ing to have a good season al-
ter the club's under [8s mens

amp. Photo; GOLDMINERS BASKETBALL CLUB.

and womens teams finished
as  premicrs  respectively |
last season,

The tournament will come-
mence down in the Riverina
on February 19 and 20 helore |
Bathurst will joint-hest the
final three rounds.

The Goldminers
just  starting (o rewom 1o
training with a few casual

sessions before their full re- |
gimes commence. |

Between local and state
(eams, 2022 s set 1o be i hig

vear for George.
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x relays,” Bathurst Swim ¢

coach Josh Stapley said.

biggest group we've eve

*Olympic Park Aquatic Centre,
We have 11 swimmers across 42 indiv
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Swimt Clab this summer

s Emily Saint, Hadlie Henson and Violet Henson enjoyed the weekend's racing at the Grenfell Swim

ALEXANDER GRANT

Great Grenfell results, focus turns to state

SWIMMING

HAPPY TRIO: Bathurst Swim Club'
Carnival. Photo: CONTRIBUTED

THIL great carnival results Keep on comin

for the Bathurst

lop
1

ging all

tway and have

tition will be a big change,

msure alotof them will perform bette

on the big sta

entral West we've

*lucky thatin the ¢
gotsome great swimmers to push them, and

some of our guys are getting towards the

group. For them o go

This is a big chance for nationals time,
that fast compe

specially atthe fast pool at SOPAC, and with

the high level of competition by brin

the best from the state together.
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ampi-
middle

around two

months ago and it's still playing up,” she said.

nd before and it

swelled up. It's getting a bit better but 1 still

can'tdo any breaststroke and backstroke.
ountry Ch:

I'm recovering from a soft tissue injury

Tdid a carnival the weeke

I'm hoping 10 go 10 C
onships when they come up in the

of February,

percentbutit's great to-be back in compe

tion again,
in my ankle. 1 did that probably

The best of the bunch was Gemma Cash-
man with five personal best times and med-

Calel Cashman finished with gold in all
five of his events, and had personal bests in
fowr ol those swims,

als from all seven of her events - four olwhich

\ group of nine Bathurst swimmers made
were gold.

a splash. with several personal bests and

with the Lnest batch of them arriving at the
medals making their way back home,

weekend's carnival at Grendell.
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Thatatmosphere will push theni. We have

the ch

mee to quality for finals, so that's two

chances to qualify for nationals in the same

eventshould they make it through.”
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IU's crunch time now for the club's
')

swimmers who are getting ready to take

the state's top swimmers.

The
ships getunderway from this Thu

to continue her re-

///L(_,(,_,,./;,a Le? 204L e

/

the carnival was also a chance for club
)
4

member Emily Saint, 1
covery from an ankle injury.
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which

is set to be held at Carring-
ton Park on March 4 and 5,

carnival
the first opportunity to see
Group 11 opponents.

g to set things up to
be able o keep doing that

for the next five to six years
First thing on the agenda

We've been pretty fortu-
nate with that, and we've got
for the Panthers will be their

a really good group of under
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season,” he said.
through juniors.

where they may also have

tryin
as well.

g forward to
pinion, the

if they're to be called upon best player in the comp last

It's looking pretty much knockout

the same as last vear. I'm

at any point during the 2022
top grade competition.
He was, in my o

really lookin

Blake Lawson is back in action with the Bathurst

Betts isn't just looking for-
ward to seeing what the big
names can do this year in a

BACK IN THE FOLD: Following a missed season due to
injury

tition.

i

e

|

keen as mustard.
last year when you're play-

n

"The rest of the boys are

too crook. There are a lot of looking pretty healthy, be-
Panthers are currently in

the midst of one of the club's

"He's
I don't think I've ever seen

son ran the Tuesday session him this keen to play, and

and they’'ll run the next one,

formation, and they'll hope but also what the younger seeing Keelan come back.

to continue that strong form members of the club can do

ing one week then having Panthers, and has been helping co-ordinate pre-season
as they enter a new compe-

strongest dynasties since its new playing environment

for round one. It's exciting
for us as a club to have him

s in the back. He was a big loss for us

same boat [with players in

the niggling, little injuries to

he should be right to play
cause with the way it was
was plenty of time for all

rehab,” Betts said.

last year.
heal up.

y looking forward to

I think everyone’
One of the big names to two or three weeks off there workouts. Photo: PHIL BLATCH

"Ben Gunn and Blake Law-
be back healthy in a Pan-

"Lawso did his knee in the

the new leader of the team knockout last year and he's

"

has found himself caught up been working hard on his

in the latest COVID-19 surge

across the region.
isolation] and luckily I wasn't

the first time in a while was
Blake Lawson, who suffered

then I'll be back next week,"
thers training session for

he said.
a season-ending injury be-

Panthers coach Jake Betts
would have loved to help fore the opening round had

co-ordinate the first training even arrived.

The team have managed

to retain the bulk of their people worse off than me. I
side for their first foray into definitel

Countdown to new season

\\ RUGBY LEAGUE

§

the new Peter McDonald getting back out there."

finals series that they qual-
Premiership, and will wel-

ified for has Bathurst Pan-
thers keener than ever to get
which officially got under-
come back players from in-
jury as they take on Group 11
opposition for the first time
in a regular season.

sessions in the new year but

stuck into their pre-season,
way on Tuesday.

TWO straight missed oppor-
tunities to play in a Group 10

=¥ ALEXANDER GRANT

N
Q
g
3
N

YOUNG GUNS: Abbey Carter, Olivia Bednal, Sam Hanrahan, Laura Holden and Andie

Miller will play for the under 14 Platypi this season. The Panorama club is still looking

for more junior players.

Expansion is the
way to go: Carter

RUGBY LEAGUE
r.> ANYA WHITELAW

MICK Carter is only new
to coaching in the Western
Women's  Rugby League
competition, but he's seen
cnough to know how im-
portant it is to female talents
within the region.

He's seen enough to be-
lieve an expansion from the
current seven-week format
into a full scason is some-
thing which should be seri-
ously considered by officials.

“I love it, T think they
should make it a full-on tack-
le comp through the year”
he said.

"Like girls who play tackle
with the boys up until they're
12, after that they're lost
or have got to go and play
leaguc tag or are looking for
something else,

“This is great at the end of
the [Group 10} scason, bul
I think it would be great if
there was a tackle comp all
the way through the year. If
you want to play in an NRL
women's side, where do
you go? This comp would
help that.

"It would be a great con-
cept if they could do it."

While Carter had not

previously coached a junior
girls side before signing up to
guide the under 14 Panorama
Platypi this season, he has a
lengthy junior coaching re-
cord with Bathurst Panthers.

He has seen how they have
benefitted from having good
development pathways in
place and is keen to see the
region's female talents get
the same opportunities.

Western Women's Rugby
League has already produced
players who have linked with
Sydney and NRLW clubs.

Since Western introduced
a women's tackle compe-
tition in 2016 it has gone
from an opens only ninc-a-
side competition played on
one evening to now seeing
six clubs competing across
five grades.

While there was initially
talks of having the current
season run for 10 weeks, it
will consist of five rounds
then a two-wecek finals series.

‘That is part due to it being
postponed from last Septem-
ber to February-March due
to the COVID-19 lockdown
of regional New South Wales.

'The pandemic and timing
has also had an impact on
numbers, so Carter is on the
hunt for more players to join

his under 14s. The Platypi are
seeking more players for all
their junior age divisions.

“The girls that I've had at

training have been good. The
first training session | had at
Carrington when footy was
still going 1 had about 19
people then, it was a good hit
out, but COVID has scared
players I guess,” Carter said.

"It is very exciting, hope-
fully we get some more play-
ers. Because of COVID a lot
of players who were going
to play are out, so I think I'm
downto 12or15."

While hoping to boost the
numbers in his squad, Carter
doces have a number of expe-
ricnced Platypi such as his
daughter Abbey.

He thinks they have the po-
tential to play finals football

"They've got five rounds
now so it's still a decent
hit out for them, couple of
home games, couple of away
games. That calibre of play-
ers we had training before
Christmas, 1 think we're a
good enough side to contend
in the semi-finals,” he said.

“A lot of the girls have a lot
of skills so it will be interest-
ing to sec how it goes."

The scason kicks off on
February 12.

Aatumeten, 22 nel Jamuowy

LETTERS TO TH
There's more
to these two
years than the
marks at end

E: HSC results.

I know there will be the usual
comparisons between schools, but
to quote a friend of mine: "Congrat-

ulations to every teacher and school lcader
who have supported last vear's HSC cohort
through the toughest two years of lcarning.
It's not the number of Band Gs, it's the
number of lives you improve daily.”

Hans Stroeve, Kelso
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has been selected to represent the NSW-

when she found out she'd been named an AFLW Community Ambassador,

AFLW Community Ambassador she was a little confused - after that it

WHEN Katie Kennedy got the phone call to tell her she'd been named an
was just excitement.

AN HONOUR: It came as a huge shock for Bathurst Giants skipper Katie Kennedy

The Bathurst Giants skipper

ACT region.
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